
11th September 2026

Dear Parents

Our new Reception children started full days on Wednesday.  Despite having been in nursery all day, for some 
reason a day of school really takes it out of you, so expect some tired children over the weekend! They were each 
given a Buddy from Year 2 to take care of them in the playground. It was lovely to see them having fun together!

On Thursday, Fr Sean came to school to lead Mass for the start of our new school year and to also mark the Feast 
Day of St Monica’s (whose feast is in August). We prayed for a good school year ahead.

Our staff are learners too! Congratulations to Miss Bowling who has just passed the NPQSENCo (National 
Professional Qualification for Special Educational Needs Coordinator). Two years’ hard work paid off!

Have a lovely weekend. As it’s Education Sunday, you are invited to 10.30am Mass at St Monica’s Church (wearing 
uniform if you wish, so parishioners see our wonderful children!)

Kate Baptiste
Headteacher

Phonics groups – The children in Years 1 and 2 have phonics first thing each morning (except Wednesday) and 
are getting used to their new routine. You should receive reading books today. Please check your child’s reading 
folder and take a few minutes each day to hear your child read. One book is the one they have been practising all 
week in school and the other is an unseen one, so will need a little more practise. It is essential that your child 
arrives to school on time in the mornings, so they don’t miss out on any valuable learning. 

School Grid – Some children do not have a school lunch chosen for them by a parent/carer and so teachers are 
spending several minutes at the start of every day when they should have started their first lesson, working out 
what the children want to eat! Please would you all choose your child’s lunch at home – you can do several weeks 
in advance. Thank you!

Collective worship
On Monday the theme for our Celebration of the Word was ‘forgiveness’. The Gospel reading from Sunday’s 
Mass was written by Matthew – a tax collector who was very unpopular, yet Jesus befriended him and made him 
one of his disciples. The story in Matthew’s Gospel explained the importance of forgiveness when you have been 
wronged. An important life skill for us all. 
On Tuesday Miss Nolan led our Infant assembly and on Wednesday, Mrs Roper led the Junior one. They focussed 
on our Catholic Social Teaching theme for this half term ‘Care for Creation’. They read Genesis 1:1-2:4a, 
encouraging the children to reflect honestly on whether we, as humans, always treat our world with the care and 
respect it deserves. The children then thought about what we can do as a school community to become better 
stewards of God's creation. They discussed the different ways we can care for our world, including through our 
school Harvest Festival. We encourage families to continue these conversations at home by talking with your 
children about simple actions you can take together to care for creation and look after the world we share.

Recruiting new members: This week, our Chaplaincy Team visited the Year 5 and 6 classes to invite children to 
join the Chaplaincy Team for this academic year. Their presentation shared the ethos and mission of the 
Chaplaincy Team and explained the important role they play within our school community. They ended each 
session by leading the children in prayer. We look forward to welcoming our new team members once they have 
been selected and begun their roles. If you want to apply, leave your letter on Mrs Roper’s desk by Friday 18 th.



Class Mass at 8.20am (siblings will be looked after separately)

Class 4Y Class 4G Class 5Y Class 5G Class 6G Class 6Y

Wed 16th

Sept

Wed 30th

Sept

Thurs 5th

Nov

Thurs 

19th Nov

Thurs 

14th Jan

Thurs 

21st Jan

Day Outdoor – led 

by new sports 
coaches

Indoor – led by 

class teacher

Mondays Yr5 & Yr6 Yr3

Tuesdays Yr3 & Reception Yr4

Wednesdays Yr1 Yr2

Thursdays Yr4 & Yr2 Yr5

Fridays Yr6, Yr1 & Rec

Yr2 and 6 have had to swap PE days 
and Reception will now have an 
indoor session on Fridays

Parents’ Evening Summer –
Wednesday 21st April 3.30-
6.30pm or Wednesday 28th

APRIL 3.30-6.30pm. Online 
booking details will be sent 
week beginning 12th April.

Apologies for error last week 
- should have said April not 
November.

Early morning Masses for Years 4, 5 & 6 – We hold the Mass early in 
the morning so parents can bring their child and have time to still 
leave to get to work (if they need to). I sent out a questionnaire 
about the timings last term and the 8.20am time was the most 
popular. We’re finished by 9am.  It would be lovely if all children in 
the class could come – regardless of your faith – all welcome. Those 
children unable to come early, will join the class at 8.50am for the 
last part. Older and younger siblings will be taken care of so just 
parents/carers and their child of that class are altogether for this 
special time with Fr Sean and the class teacher. Complete this form 
for 4Y’s class Mass. https://forms.gle/UPLPjLPyrRGaxW2Y8

https://forms.gle/UPLPjLPyrRGaxW2Y8







