ST MONICA'S CATHOLIC
PRIMARY SCHOOL

Strive to succeed in the presence of God

4t September 2026

Dear Parents

We're only on day three of a new academic year, but it already feels super busy!! Please make a note of the diary
dates on the next few pages. It’s not an exhaustive list and things like dates for trips and walks to church will be
added over the coming weeks and months. This weekly newsletter will always contain diary dates for the next few
weeks as reminders to keep you up to date.

Our new Reception and Nursery children started their settling in period this week and it has been lovely to see
them in school. | hope they are not too tired and are happy coming in so far.

Have a lovely weekend — | know the staff will all be having an early night tonight!!

Kate Baptiste
Headteacher

Collective worship

In the next few weeks, the Reception children will start joining
us for our assemblies, but for now, it’s just Years 1-6 gathering
for worship in the hall. On Monday | spoke to the children about
our Mission Statement. | showed them a video which
demonstrates the power of working collectively as a team. You Together, as a Catholic Community
can watch it here. We continue to work hard and try our best to :::gfe":;Ct:'flrri:wpi;elgi ;aa;erasr;dsfj\if ?;":;

be the best version of ourselves, remembering that God is with More like Jesus
us every step of the way.

Strive to succeed in the presence of God
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@‘ m "E ' School Rules — This week, we have been spending a lot of time
talking to the children about our rules ‘Be ready, be safe, be
BE READY
m 7 kind’. The staff have been catching the children being ready for
school (dressed in correct uniform), ready to learn, playing and
READY SAFE KIND learning safely and being kind and respectful to each other.

i | WILL BE | WILL BE | WILL BE

Thank you — The staff who left St Monica’s at the end of the summer term were overwhelmed by the generous
collection from the parents. They have sent the following message:- Dear Parents, thank you so much for your
very kind and generous gift. It was such a lovely surprise and was completely unexpected. Please know how
much it is appreciated.

It has been such a pleasure and a privilege to be part of your child’s journey. Watching them grow, learn and
develop throughout the years has been incredibly rewarding and we all feel very lucky to have shared so many
special moments with them.

Your thoughtfulness and kindness means a great deal to us. It is not just the gift itself, but the lovely thought
behind it that makes it so special. With very special wishes from us all.

Lost Property — If you have been at the school gates this week, you may have noticed several tables
displaying piles of unclaimed property. |1 am quite sickened by the sheer waste — coats, shoes, bags,
hats, jumpers, shirts, shorts, skirts, cardigans, fleeces, water bottles — ALL WITH NO NAMES!!!!
Please — I’'m begging you — NAME YOUR CHILD’S THINGS!!! | honestly can’t understand why parents
don’t name these items — it’s a shocking waste of money. Just grab a biro and write their name on a
label — it doesn’t need to be a fancy bought label that you sew or iron in. Anything not claimed by
Tuesday next week will be taken to the local recycling centre. Thank you in advance.

Diary Dates for the next few weeks

Monday 7t" September — Phonics groups will start for Years 1 and 2. They take place every day except
Wednesdays.

Wednesday 9" September — Reception children begin full school days. Please make sure you have chosen your
child’s meal on School Grid for their lunch.

Thursday 10" September — Mass in school to celebrate the Feast of St Monica (which was in August) and the start
of a new school year.

Thursday 10" September 7pm — Meeting for Yr6 parents in the school hall re: secondary transfer 2027

Saturday 12 September — from 9am — help needed to build a sandpit! If any parent is handy with a drill and/or
has a wheel barrow, we’d love it if you could help Tony building our sandpit. 10 tonnes of sand have arrived — big
thank you to Frances and Stephen Murphy who helped sort the transportation of it to the playground and The
Friends for paying for it! If you have a free hour, could you come to school to help out?

Sunday 13" September 10.30am — Education Sunday! It would be lovely if lots of children and their families could
attend the 10.30am Mass at St Monica’s Church, Stonard Road — wearing school uniform to represent our school.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=GPeeZ6viNgY

Dates for your diaries!

PE Days — come to school dressed in
green PE kit & trainers

Mondays Yr5 & Yr2 Yr3
Tuesdays Yr3 & Reception  Yr4
Wednesdays Yrl Yr2 .
Class assemblies 2027
ThurSdays Yrd & Yrb Yrs . All on Thursdays — starting at 9.15am in the main hall
Fridays Yr6 & Yrl . Date Class
25" February 2027 6G
Reception class have one PE lesson per week this term 4" March 2027 4G
and two/week in the spring term onwards 11th March 2027 2G
18th March 2027 2Y
22" April 2027 6Y
29th April 2027 1G
13" May 2027 2pm | M@ Procession —al
20" May 2027 1Y
10" June 2027 3G
17th June 2027 3Y
24th June 2027 4Y
8™ July 2027 5Y
15" July 2027 5G

We know many children are learning to play musical instruments, both in and

outside of school. We want to provide them with an opportunity to perform for
the school and their parents and have set the following dates (all performances
begin at 9.15am):

Tuesday 13th Oct — Year 6 If your f:hild woulq like to be included in
the recital, they will need to let

Tuesday 10t Nov - Year 5 Mr Charles-Nelson know two weeks
before the date of the recital. Please

Tuesday 9th Feb — Year 4 ensure they bring their instrument into
school (if portable) on the day of their

Tuesday 9" March - Year 3 music lesson — (Year 6 on Thursdays,
Year 5 on Mondays, Year 4 on Thursdays,

Tuesday 27" April - Year 2 Year 3 on Tuesdays and Year 2 on
Mondays)

St Cecilia Concerts — choir Monday 237 November at 7pm
and strings Thursday 26" November at 9.15am

Summer Show Case, choir and strings Wed 23" June at 7pm

A Star is Born” Talent show

for singing and dancing!!
Thursday 4t Feb 7pm (for Rec-Yr3)
Friday 5t Feb 7pm (for Yrs 4-6).
Auditions will be week beg 11t Jan.




Christmas performances

Infants — all start at 9.30am in the main school

Tuesday 8t Wednesday 9t" Thursday 10t
December December December

Reception Year 1 Year 2

Junior Carol Services — all at St Monica’s

Thurs 17*" Dec Church, Stonard Road, N13 — starting at 7pm
P
atzpm Monday 7t December Monday 14t December

Nursery

Years 3 & 4 Years 5 & 6

Harvest Festival — Thursday 8t
October. Children invited to
bring a cash donation - £2
suggested which is gifted to
St Monica’s Church foodbank.

Parents’ Evening Autumn —
an opportunity to meet your

child’s class teacher in school Parents’ Evening Summer —
— Wednesday 11t November Wednesday 215t April 3.30-
3.30-6.30pm or Wednesday 6.30pm or Wednesday 28t
18t November 3.30-6.30pm. November 3.30-6.30pm.
Online booking details will be Online booking details will
sent week beginning 2 be sent week beginning 12th

November. April.
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WHY LAMDA?

Build self-confidence
& self-belief

Develop clear
communication &
public speaking skills

Improve memory,
concentration &
l"ﬂf*)glna';l(‘.ﬂ

Strengthen social
and life skills

Gain confidence in
speaking aloud and
performing

* Session led by

Experienced LAMDA Tutor & Artistic Director of Centre Stage

LAMDA is not just

about

The syllabus is designed to

help children leam 1 ‘a
that they can carry into

‘
| )

LAMDA (London Academy of
Music and Dramatic Arts) s a
world-leading drama schoal

and exam board and has been

training and inspiring performers

Tor over

100%

PASS RATE AT
DISTINCTION LEVEL
FOR 2026!

Year 1 - Year 6

Tuesdays
(during the funchtime break)

£10 per session/week
(paid termly

A one-off Exam fee ranging between

Fee £35 - £55

(depending on Grade of exam)

For sign up /
further information
zoomlamda@hotmail.com




See email with QR code to join

WAKE UP AND MOVE TO
START YOUR DAY!

' - -

. FITNESS, FUN! =

/ \
RELEASE <
STARTING WEDNESDAY —

1 ENERGISE
N SRR DE-STRESS

BRUM
£3 PER SESSION VIA HAVE FUN! MOVE

PARENT PAY FOCUS
e:1sam-ssoam (1) ¢:| ACHIEVE ‘

YEAR 1 TO YEAR &
WELCOME

START THE
DAY THE
DRUMBA WAY!




