
10th July 2026

Dear Parents

Last Saturday’s Fête was a tremendous success - £12,280 was raised and with matched funding this will take the 
total profit closer to £15,000!! Huge thanks and congratulations to The Friends’ Committee and the many parents 
and staff who came and helped or supported this event in any way.

I’m keeping the link to the parents’ online workshop on the last page regarding how to keep your child safe 
online. It’s only available until 20th July – scroll down.

Have a good weekend. I know lots of you are enjoying the world cup. Whichever team you are supporting – best 
of luck – I’ll be watching with interest for the outcome of Saturday night’s match! 

Kate Baptiste
Headteacher

Year 6’s End of Year Production – The children in Year 6 
really excelled themselves this week with their performances 
of Grease the musical!  They did two dress rehearsals for the 
children in school and then two evening performances for 
parents and families. The Year 6 staff worked incredibly hard 
to showcase all the children’s talents having two completely 
new casts each night! A big thank you to Miss Bowling, 
Mrs Moruzzi, Mrs Khan and Mrs Johnston for all their hard 
work. It’s a huge team effort though, and thanks also need to
go to Grace who volunteered her time to support with 
rehearsals. A large number of staff also helped with crowd control on Tuesday and Wednesday night and we really 
couldn’t have managed without them – so thank you all! We got some video footage of day two’s dress rehearsal, 
which will be sent out next week! (Apologies I missed the first day  )

Polite Request – Could the driver of the car with number plate AE22 
RPU please stop driving into Cannon Road and reversing back out of 
the road in the mornings. This car has narrowly missed children and 
is posing a risk. Thank you Reduce Food Waste Competition 

for Years 4, 5 and 6

Thanks for all the contributions 

received for the food waste 

competition. The results will be 

announced at 10.30am Mass on 

Sunday at St Monica’s Church. 

Golden Broom winners! – Last Friday, Year 3 celebrated their Golden 
Broom win with a movie afternoon watching Despicable Me 4! I 
wonder which year group will win the next round – Lindsey will 
announce the new winners next week.

Gaelic Football All Britain Primary Schools Championships – A huge 
congratulations to the 15 boys and girls who proudly represented our school at 
the Gaelic Football All Britain Primary Schools Championships last Friday.
The tournament brought together 32 primary schools from across the country, 
with teams made up of Year 5 and Year 6 pupils. Our children played a total of 
five matches, demonstrating excellent teamwork, determination and 
enthusiasm throughout the day. As each game progressed, their Gaelic football 
skills continued to develop, and most importantly, they had great fun 
representing our school.
A special thank you goes to our coaches, Patrick Duffy and Oisín Hegarty, who 
are both former St Monica's pupils. It is wonderful to see past pupils giving back 
to our school community by sharing their time, experience and passion for 
Gaelic games. Well done to everyone involved—we are incredibly proud of your 
achievements and the excellent sportsmanship you showed throughout the 
competition! Fionnula Hegarty, School Governor and link for PE
A big thank you to Fionnula for taking a lead on this as there were no school staff 
available on that day. 

Charity Work by Year 2 – The Children in Year 2 were busy shaking their 
boxes on Tuesday and Wednesday this week to seek cash donations for 
their chosen charity ‘Christian Blind Mission’. £64.20 was raised, so many 
thanks for your donations and well done to Year 2.

Reception Trip – By all accounts, the Reception Class trip to Woburn Safari was a resounding success. Do take a 
look at the photos on Tapestry! 

https://www.cbmuk.org.uk/


I have received the following email:

Dear Headteacher,
I am writing to you because I have heard from under 50 children and young people at your school as part of my 
national survey, The Big Future.
With the summer holidays fast approaching, I am making one final push to ensure that as many children and 
young people as possible in every school and college take part before the end of term.
I am asking for your support in ensuring pupils from your school complete the survey here: 
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture
It is crucial that I hear from as many children as possible in every school and college, in every community, 
across the country. If I do not hear from your pupils, their experiences, views and aspirations risk being missing 
when I present the findings of my survey to the Government.
I would be grateful if you could make time for one final push before the end of term by:
·         sharing the survey directly with pupils through your school or college email system;
·         sharing it with parents and carers across your wider school community
Thank you for helping to ensure that the voices of children and young people at your school are heard before 
the summer holidays.
Yours sincerely,
Dame Rachel de Souza
Children’s Commissioner for England

Friday’s Special Assembly – Many thanks to Joni Murphy’s mum Abigail who arranged 
a special visitor to the school today! We were thrilled to welcome the proud Gladiator 
winner 2026, Emily Bell who spoke to all the children about her achievements to date. 
Her message was clear – be brave enough to seize any opportunities that come your 
way. Even if you feel a bit afraid or unsure say, “Yes!” Most importantly, have fun
whilst doing it! She inspired everyone in the room and we’re very grateful that she took
the time to visit us! Thank you Emily and thank you Abigail!

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture


Session title: Online Safety Primary Parents
Final Date to access: July 20th 2026
Session duration: 25 minutes

Joining instructions:
Please find below the links to provide immediate 
access to the session. Once the attendee’s details are 
entered, the session will start immediately:
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/5543579
752885902431

Important information:
• Attendees must register and log on INDIVIDUALLY 
to be registered as attending the training.
• All forms of digital devices can be used to access 
the sessions.

Great British Summer Savings – information from the Government

Rising prices can make life's little treats harder to afford, especially during the school holidays when 
costs build up for families. This Government is determined to help, and that is why last month the 
Chancellor announced the Great British Summer Savings scheme.

From 25 June to 1 September 2026, the Government is temporarily cutting VAT from 20% to 5% on 
children's meals in restaurants, children and family tickets to cinemas, theatres, concerts and 
exhibitions, and admission to a wide range of attractions. Combined with free bus travel during August 
for children aged 5 to 15 in England, families and young people will be able to enjoy experiences that 
make summer special, including visits to the kinds of cultural and educational attractions that enrich 
children's lives outside the classroom.

As part of this campaign, we have launched an attraction finder website which allows families to type 
in their postcode and find participating venues near them to make the most of summer savings. To use 
the attraction finder, please visit https://summersavings.gov.uk.

You only have until 20th July to access 
this very useful online workshop

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/5543579752885902431
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/DE16905954C6E23DD4F0E033FFAE7972595F006E3DBC5FC78B634518E38FDE1E/930902F76AF0992BACBE81A7A645918D/LE35

