ST MONICA'S CATHOLIC
PRIMARY SCHOOL

Strive to succeed in the presence of God

12th June 2026

Dear Parents

A belated “welcome” to Mrs Morris who has joined our staff and is now teaching in Class 3Y as Mrs O’Connell has
started maternity leave; and a very special “congratulations” to Mr and Mrs O’Connell on the safe arrival of baby
Johnny!

| am thrilled to report that the disco last Friday raised £1,700 for The Friends! As | have previously mentioned, the
financial position of the school is dire, due to poor national funding from the government and so every penny
raised helps. This financial year, The Friends have committed to giving us £25,000 which pays for the absolutely
basic curriculum essentials. There are plenty of other things we’ll need in the coming year and so additional funds
are always required. The Summer Féte will be a great opportunity on 4t July to raise a substantial sum. Do you

work for a company that offers matched funding or could donate a raffle prize? If so, email
thefriendsofstmonicas@gmail.com

Maths Day on Monday = children in fantastic costumes + inspiring parent speakers + engaging maths activities in
every classroom. Multiply this by a whole-school carousel of learning opportunities, expertly organised by Mrs
Hindle and delivered by our class teachers, and the answer is a day full of mathematical magic and enjoyment! A
huge thank you to the two parents who came in to enhance the maths learning. Peggy’s dad Tom from (Thomas
James, Estate Agent who so generously sponsors The Friends’ events) explained how much maths is used in his job
— measuring homes, calculating distances from local amenities and valuing properties. On Wednesday Autumn and
Noélle’s dad James came in and shared how he uses maths as a pilot. While in the Air Force and now working for
an airline, James has to calculate speed, distances and weight of the aircraft amongst other things. It was fantastic
to see maths come to life. A big thank you to them both. See some of the action from the day here!

And finally, on the next page, you will see a link to a 25 minute tutorial for parents which offers advice for how to
keep your child safe online. It is available to all our parents until 20t July and | would urge you all to spend half an
hour engaging with it. Please note that from September we will be enforcing the NO SMART PHONES for children,
so if your child is walking to and from school, they can only bring in a basic phone that texts/calls.

Wishing you all a pleasant weekend,
Kate Baptiste, Headteacher

Class 2Y Assembly — On Thursday, Class 2Y led a tribute
to David Attenborough as they celebrated the natural
world and all living things in it. With beautiful singing,
demonstrations and inspired by St Francis of Assisi, they
explained how we have a responsibility to care for our
planet.

Year 4 retreat days — On Tuesday and Wednesday
this week, Class 4Y and 4G walked to St Monica’s
Church for a day of learning and reflection. The
theme for the day was key characters in the Old
Testament. Some interesting and thoughtful L

Year 3 tripto a Iocal mosque — Year 3 were given a tour of
Palmer's Green Mosque on Thursday. They saw the
washroom where Muslims clean before prayer. In the main
prayer hall the children saw the stand where the Iman
Summer Féte Front Cover Competition — It’s that addresses the people. They were able to spot lots of

time of year for children to get creative in designing similarities to our own faith. They represented our school
the front cover of the Summer Féte brochure. Entries ~ Wonderfully. J l ‘

need to be on white A4 paper (portrait) and the Many thanks to

theme this year is a music festival “Monicafest”. the parents
Closing date Friday 19t June. who helped!

discussions were held and beautiful art work was
created. Thank you to Anna and Fr Sean for leading
these special days.

Choir trip — Well done to members of the choir who joined St
George’s and St Edmund’s for a Music Festival. They sang
together as well as sharing school pieces. A big thank you to
those parents who provided transportation.


mailto:thefriendsofstmonicas@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_7sV_Boeens

A secondary school experience — On Tuesday, Year 5 took a

walk to Laurel Park Secondary school where they had the
opportunity to experience what it feels like to attend a
secondary school. This is an important part of the transition
process, regardless of which school they end up going to. They
found out that lessons could be fun and the expectations
regarding behaviour were just as clear as in primary school!

Session title: Online Safety
Primary Parents
} : Date of access: June 8th 2026 -

July 20th 2026
Session duration: 25 minutes

This presentation is a
‘must’ for all care givers
to understand the
reality of navigating
the digital world.

Joining instructions:

Please find below the links to
provide immediate access to
the session. Once the

¥ attendee’s details are entered,
the session will start
immediately:
https://attendee.gotowebinar.c
om/register/554357975288590

The outcome is to
empower parents and
carers to keep their
children safe when
using technology.
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There are four areas covered in the session:

Signposting to

Diary Dates for the next few weeks:

Friday 12*" June — Deadline for parent Governor ballot — counting will be done next week

Friday 12t June — Year 5 are expected back around 5.30-6pm from Legoland

Monday 15 June — non-uniform day for St Teresa (blue team) and St Cecilia (red team) — for winning the most
house points last half term

Tuesday 16" June — Infant Sport day (ie Reception, Year 1 and Year 2) — starting at 9.30am at Laurel Park school
(access via blue gates on Powys Lane) see letter emailed last week with all details — come in wearing PE kits with
correct coloured t-shirt, water bottle and sun hat (if sunny)

Wednesday 17 June — Junior Sports day (ie Years 3, 4, 5 and 6) — due to start at 10am — see above for details
Wednesday 17" June 2pm — Dads (uncles/grandads) stay and play in Reception Classes

Thursday 18 June 9.15am — Class 1Y assembly — parents of 1Y invited

Friday 19" June 9.15am - ADHD workshop for parents — all invited — led by Dr Chukwuma

Friday 19t June 2pm — Dads (uncles/grandads) stay and play in Nursery

Saturday 20" June — Father’s Day Football tournament fundraiser — see newsletter from 17t April for details
Sunday 21 June — Father’s Day & Trent Park running event — details in newsletter from 17t April

Wednesday 24" June 7pm — ‘Summer Showcase’ — music concert with choir and strings group in school
Thursday 25 June 9.15am — Class 1G assembly

Monday 29" June — deadline for booking music lessons with EMS for September

Wednesday 15t July 2pm — Sports Day at Nursery — all children from Nursery and their parents welcome
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