
5th June 2026

Dear Parents

We’ve been thrown into a new half term with a very busy first week back. I hope everyone managed to read the 
information about the new PE days. We managed to photograph all the classes – pictures will be sent out soon.

The children had great fun at the disco after school today! Thanks very much to all the staff for staying behind to 
run this or coming in on their afternoon off and thanks also to the parents for buying a ticket!

I am noticing quite a few uniform breaches which need addressing 1) boys wear grey socks with grey shorts please 
– not white, red or any other colour 2) stud earrings not hoops/dangly ones 3) no necklaces or bracelets – a wrist 
watch only (that does not link to the internet). 4) If your child’s black school shoes no longer fit, then please write 
a note to explain they are wearing trainers – otherwise black school shoes with uniform and trainers only on PE 
days. Thank you for keeping to these rules. 

A representative from the local authority came to speak to the children about punctuality and attendance today. 
The children found out that taking holidays during term time is not allowed and I am not allowed to authorise this. 

Local Estate Agent Thomas James have been sponsoring all The Friends events for a number of years. If you would
be willing to have an advertising board outside your house in return for a donation to The Friends, please 
complete this form: https://forms.gle/7kbzwXLiRfEf6ds79

Wishing you all a good weekend, Kate Baptiste, Headteacher

Children have your say – The children’s 
commissioner is inviting all children to have 
their views heard by completing this survey 
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/TheBigFuture
/ This may be a way to improve local services, so 
do have your say.

OPAL Cake Sale – Our enterprising Year 5 children held a cake sale on Thursday raising £200! They plan to use the 
money to create a cosy corner in the playground for the older children where they can chill out and “spill the tea” 
(their words!!) Thanks to a donation  on a local neighbourhood group, we now have some lovely garden furniture!

The Feast of Corpus Christi – On Thursday we 
celebrated the Feast of Corpus Christ with Mass led 
by Fr Sean. After Mass Year 6 led a procession of 
the Blessed Sacrament followed by Benediction. 
These are all special celebrations to mark the 
Catholic belief that Jesus is present in the Body and 
Blood of Christ, which we receive as Holy 
Communion. To enhance the celebration, after 
receiving food for our soul, we received food for 
our tummies in the way of ice lollies!! You can see 
some of the action here. Special well done to our 
new altar servers: Laith, Louis and Oscar who were 
ably supported by seasoned altar servers: 
Charlotte, Ankini and Aidan. 

OPAL 
donations
– Thanks 
very much 
to 
everyone 
who has 
given 
donations  

for OPAL. We have enough things to create a 
music area (just still seeking that old piano!), 
more for the mud kitchen, buggies, scooters and 
more general toys. Keep sending things in – we 
can never have too much!

https://forms.gle/7kbzwXLiRfEf6ds79
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/TheBigFuture/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Wqq3n4CQSk


Judaism Workshops – In the current climate, it is as
important as ever to teach our children to be respectful 
of people of other faiths. We were delighted therefore, 
to welcome Ruth Jampel back to lead two Judasim
assemblies and workshops for all classes. In her infant
assembly, she reminded the children that the Torah is written 
in Hebrew and the Star of David is a Jewish symbol. She also 
highlighted key books and objects which are found in Jewish 
homes that link to Jewish traditions and festivals. In the Junior
Assembly they studied biblical characters such as Moses and 
learnt about the importance of the symbol of the rainbow. They also discussed the Torah and how similar it was 
to the first five books of the Old Testament.

Each year group had a workshop with Ruth. The Reception class workshop was focused on an introduction to 
Judaism. In Year 1, the children learnt about Abraham and Moses, focusing on the symbols of Judaism and Torah 
chanting. In Year 2, the focus was on the Jewish synagogue and also the Shabbat which is the Jewish day of rest 
linking to the Ten Commandments. Year 3 had a focus on the Jewish Passover and the Sedar meal. Year 4 children 
learnt about the stories and rules of the Torah. In Year 5, the children learnt about the importance of Hebrew and 
the Shema prayer. In Year 6, the children learnt how to write their names in Hebrew and they also learnt about 
Rosh Hashanah which means Jewish New Year.
Ruth writes, 

“Thank you so much for having Judaism for Schools back 
at St Monica’s this week. As ever, I was made to feel most
welcome and very much enjoyed working with your open-

minded, inquisitive children and friendly adults.”

Scan the QR codes 
to see what the
Drumba Club was
like this week!

Drumba Club




