
Religious Education Summer 2 overview: Year 5 and Year 6 

Year 5 Year 6 

Catholic Social Teaching: Human Dignity  

Branch 6: Dialogue and Encounter 
Ways of knowing:  

What will I see and hear to help me understand? (See)  

How will I discover more? (Judge)  

What can I do now? (Act)  

 
*The children will explore the above through looking at the knowledge lenses of 

dialogue and encounter  

 

Dialogue  

The many different writers of the Bible were inspired by the Holy Spirit.  

What Christians call the Old Testament originates in Hebrew scriptures.  

The Old Testament is important for Christians because it speaks of God’s 

covenant with Abraham and is the foundation of the faith of the people of the 

Old and New Testaments: Judaism and Christianity. 

 By the end of this unit of study, pupils will know:  

The Bible was originally written in Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek which were the 

languages of the writers.  

God’s covenant with Abraham is the foundation of the faith of the people of the 

Old and New Testaments: Judaism and Christianity. 

 

 

Encounter  

That the Tanakh (or Hebrew Bible) uses different names for God, to express 

different aspects of His nature (see e.g., https://bje.org.au/knowledge-centre/ 

Jewish-prayer/ names-for-god/).  

That the Shema prayer is the basic creed of Judaism. It encapsulates the 

intrinsic unity of the world and its Creator.  

Ways of knowing:  

What will I see and hear to help me understand? (See)  

How will I discover more? (Judge)  

What can I do now? (Act)  

 
*The children will explore the above through looking at the knowledge 

lenses of dialogue and encounter  

 

Dialogue  

That Catholics should work to promote ‘unity and love’ (Nostra Aetate 1) 

among all people.  

That the Church is called to ‘enter dialogue with the world in which it 

lives. It has something to say, a message to give’ (Ecclesiam Suam 65). 

That Christians are responsible for promoting the common good. By the 

end of this unit of study, pupils will know:  

Some practical ways in which people can work together towards common 

goals.  

The term ‘worldview’ and its meaning. 

 

Encounter  

Recognise links and simple connections between some Dharmic beliefs, 

practices, and way of life (e.g., Hinduism or Sikhism or Buddhism or 

Jainism). 
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Use specialist vocabulary to describe some Jewish beliefs expressed in the 

Shema prayer (‘Hear Oh Israel – the Lord our God, the Lord is One’).  

A mezuzah as it contains the Shema prayer and on the box is the letter ‘Shin’ or 

sometimes the whole word ‘Shaddai’ meaning mighty, (i.e., God is 

strong/almighty/powerful) on the mezuzah case. 
Prior learning: 

In Year 4 pupils explored the life and mission of St Paul, learning about his 

encounter with Christ, his missionary journeys and the Christian communities he 

established. They encountered some of Paul’s writings and considered his 

commitment to proclaiming the Gospel and promoting unity within the Church 

(CCC 820). Pupils also explored the diversity of Christian communities and how 

Christians work together for the common good. In the encounter dimension, they 

learned about the Five Pillars of Islam and key Muslim practices. 

Prior learning: 

In Year 5 pupils explored how Christians understand the Bible as a 

collection of inspired writings made up of different books, authors and 

literary forms. They learned that the Church guides Christians in 

interpreting Scripture and helps them understand its deeper meaning. 

Pupils considered the relationship between the Old and New Testaments, 

recognising that Christians read the Old Testament in the light of Christ 

while also respecting that these texts are sacred within Judaism and 

interpreted differently. In the encounter dimension, pupils deepened 

their understanding of Judaism by learning about the importance of 

Hebrew, the Torah, and key elements of Jewish prayer and practice, 

including the Shema and the mezuzah. 

Key vocabulary: 

Old Testament  

New Testament  

Bible  

Tanakh  

Shema  

Mezuzah 

Key vocabulary: 

dialogue  

worldview  

Catholic Social Teaching 

 

 


