
Religious Education Summer 1 overview: Year 3 and Year 4 

Year 3 Year 4 

Catholic Social Teaching: Dignity of Workers  

Branch 5: To the Ends of the Earth 
Ways of knowing:  

What will I see and hear to help me understand? (See)  

How will I discover more? (Judge)  

What can I do now? (Act)  

 
*The children will explore the above through looking at the knowledge lenses of 

hear/believe/celebrate/live. 

 

Hear  

Road to Emmaus (Lk 24:13-35)  

The mission to the world (Matt 28:16-20)  

The group of apostles (Mary) (Acts 1:12-14)  

Early Church (Acts 2:42-47)  

Paul’s Letter to the Corinthians (1 Cor 11:23-27) 

 

Believe 

The disciples recognised Jesus when he breaks the bread. At Mass, what we eat 

looks like bread, but it is Jesus who comes, the living God. The bread is the Body 

of Christ.  

There is only one God, who is three Persons. God is a community within himself: 

an eternal exchange of love between Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. We call this 

mystery the Trinity. 

Through Mary, the Holy Spirit guided the first disciples. She continues to guide 

our prayers.  

Mass was celebrated in the early Church. 

 

Celebrate 

That the sign of the cross is the shortest summary of the Christian faith.  

Ways of knowing:  

What will I see and hear to help me understand? (See)  

How will I discover more? (Judge)  

What can I do now? (Act)  

 
*The children will explore the above through looking at the knowledge 

lenses of hear/believe/celebrate/live. 

 

Hear 

The empty tomb (Jn 20:1-10)  

The appearance on the shore of Tiberius (Jn 21:1-19) 

The Apostles’ Creed 

 

Believe  

The Pope is the successor to Peter. 

The Church is the People of God.  

The Church is apostolic.  

The work of the Church is to continue the ministry of Jesus and build 

the Kingdom of God. Mary is the Mother of the Church and Queen of 

Heaven. 

 

Celebrate  
That the Apostles’ Creed summarises Christian beliefs.  

That May is the special month of Mary.  

Some Marian prayers or hymns, e.g., Hail Mary, the Angelus, the Rosary, 

the Magnificat, Ave Maria. 

 

Live  
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That some prayers that reference the Trinity and the work of the Holy Spirit.  

That the celebration of Mass ends by reminding Christians of Jesus’ instruction 

to make disciples of all nations. 

 

Live  

That being a Christian means to share the gospel.  

That Christians today continue to follow the example of the apostles and early 

Church when they gather to say Mass.  

How the Emmaus story is represented in art (e.g., Caravaggio’s Supper at 

Emmaus; Maximino Cerezo Barredo, Emmaus Triptych 2014; He Qi, The Road • to 

Emmaus, Supper at Emmaus).  

That the mystery of the Trinity is represented symbolically, e.g., Trinity knot. 

Some artistic depictions of the Blessed Virgin Mary as Mother of the 

Church or as Queen of Heaven from different times and places.  

Some ways in which the Church today (locally or globally) continues the 

work of Jesus. 

Prior learning: 

In Year 2, pupils revisited the Ascension and Pentecost, learning how the Holy 

Spirit changed the apostles and early Christians. They explored the fruits of the 

Spirit and began to understand that virtues such as patience and self-control 

involve both inner prayer and outward action. They encountered the prayer 

‘Come, Holy Spirit’ and considered how Christians believe the Spirit renews 

hearts and the world. They also learned that Saul and Paul are the same person 

and were introduced to Trinitarian language as foundational understanding of the 

Trinity. 

Prior learning: 

In Year 3 pupils explored the events following the Resurrection, looking 

beyond the Gospels to the Acts of the Apostles and St Paul’s letters. 

They examined how the Mass today follows the pattern of the early 

Christians, drawing on St Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians and the 

Emmaus story to recognise the structure of the Eucharist. They 

deepened their understanding of the mystery of the Holy Trinity 

through the liturgy and encountered the role of Mary at the 

Annunciation and Pentecost, beginning to understand her intercession in 

the life of the Church. 

Key vocabulary: 

Emmaus  

Holy Spirit  

Pentecost  

concluding rite  

St Paul  

discipleship 

Key vocabulary: 

Church  

Pope  

apostles  

apostolic Creed  

people of God  

communion of saints  

Mary, Mother of the Church and Queen of Heaven 
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