
Religious Education Spring 2 overview: Nursery, Reception and KS1  
 

Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 

Catholic Social Teaching: Community and Participation  

Branch 4: Desert to Garden  
Ways of knowing:  

What will I see and hear to 

help me understand? (See)  

How will I discover more? 

(Judge)  

What can I do now? (Act)  

 
*The children will explore 

the above through looking 

at the knowledge lenses of 

hear/believe/celebrate/live. 

 

Hear 

Lent is a time to care for 

others.  

Jesus died on a cross.  

It is a sad time. Jesus was 

given new life by God his 

Father.  

Jesus rose and everyone 

celebrates.  

Love God and love everyone 

(great commandment). 

 

Believe 

Caring for others in Lent.  

Jesus died on a cross.  

Ways of knowing:  

What will I see and hear to help me 

understand? (See)  

How will I discover more? (Judge)  

What can I do now? (Act)  

 
*The children will explore the above 

through looking at the knowledge 

lenses of 

hear/believe/celebrate/live. 

 

Hear 

Lent is a time to care for others.  

Jesus died on a cross.  

It is a sad time. Jesus was given new 

life by God his Father.  

Jesus rose and everyone celebrates.  

Love God and love everyone (great 

commandment). 

A simplified version of key events of 

Holy Week especially Good Friday 

and Easter Sunday (to enable pupils 

to recognise key events).  

The great commandment (Lk 10:25-

28). 

 

Believe 

Caring for others in Lent.  

Ways of knowing:  

What will I see and hear to help me 

understand? (See)  

How will I discover more? (Judge)  

What can I do now? (Act)  

 
*The children will explore the above 

through looking at the knowledge 

lenses of 

hear/believe/celebrate/live. 

 

Hear  

Jesus enters Jerusalem (Lk 19:28-

38)  

Jesus teaches in the temple (Lk 

19:47-48)  

The widow’s mite (Lk 21:1-6)  

The last supper (Lk 22:7-23)  

The Crucifixion and death of Jesus 

(Lk 23:33-46)  

The angel’s message (Lk 24:1-8)  

For Lent: Jesus is tempted in the 

desert for 40 days (Lk 4:1-13) 

 

Believe  

That Lent is a special time for 

praying, fasting, and helping others 

as Jesus taught us to do.  

Ways of knowing:  

What will I see and hear to help me 

understand? (See)  

How will I discover more? (Judge)  

What can I do now? (Act)  

 
*The children will explore the above 

through looking at the knowledge 

lenses of 

hear/believe/celebrate/live. 

 

Hear  

Jesus enters Jerusalem (Lk 19:28-

38*) The last supper (Lk 22:7-23*, 

28-34) The Crucifixion and death of 

Jesus (Lk 23:33-46*)  

The angel’s message (Lk 24:1-8*)  

Peter at the tomb (Lk 24:9-12) 

 

Believe  

That Jesus gave us the Sacrament 

of Reconciliation to heal and restore 

our friendship with God and through 

this ourselves.  

That Lent is a time of preparing our 

hearts and minds for Easter through 

reconciliation and forgiveness.  
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Jesus rose and we 

celebrate. 

 

 

Celebrate  

Simple signs of Lent – 

colour purple, seeds, 

growing.  

Simple signs of Easter – 

colour white, growth, Easter 

Garden. 

 

Live  

Care for others. Celebrate 

with signs and symbols – hot 

cross buns, garden growth, 

Easter eggs. 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus died on a cross.  

Jesus rose and we celebrate. 

Listen to and talk about the season 

of Lent and Easter.  

Jesus died on Good Friday and rose 

again on Easter Sunday.  

Easter is a celebration that Jesus is 

with us still.  

Easter celebrates new life.  

Simple religious symbols in Lent and 

Easter. 

 

Celebrate  

Simple signs of Lent – colour purple, 

seeds, growing.  

Simple signs of Easter – colour 

white, growth, Easter Garden. 

The Church uses purple and ashes as 

signs of Lent and being sorry. 

Representations of Holy Week and 

Easter: palms, the cross, 

Easter gardens, and symbols of new 

life. 

 

Live  

Care for others. Celebrate with signs 

and symbols – hot cross buns, garden 

growth, Easter eggs. 

Various cultures celebrate Lent and 

Easter in different ways, for 

example: pancakes, hot cross buns, 

Easter eggs. Trying to help others by 

Jesus died and rose again. 

 

Celebrate  

Some simple words, actions, and 

symbols from the Ash Wednesday 

liturgy and the Palm Sunday liturgy.  

Lent is when Christians prepare for 

Easter by thinking about how they 

could be closer to God by praying, 

giving up things that are not needed 

(fasting), and giving to those in need.  

Experience music or art that 

reflects how Christian communities 

in another part of the world 

celebrate Lent and the last week of 

Jesus’ life. 

 

Live  

Fasting in Lent is a way of giving 

things up to help others and for 

Catholics, CAFOD Family Fast Day is 

a way of responding to this call.  

Fasting, praying, and giving to others 

are ways of following Jesus’ example. 

The Easter Vigil Mass is the high 

point of the year and is rich in 

symbols of light and darkness. 

Celebrate  

Some prayers and actions that are 

ways in which Catholics turn back to 

God, in the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation, for example, a simple 

Examen or an act of sorrow and in 

the Penitential rite, for example, the 

Kyrie Eleison (Lord have Mercy).  

Some simple words, actions, and 

symbols of the Easter Vigil, focusing 

on light and water. 

 

Live 

The importance of saying sorry to 

God and to others.  

That prayer can help people say 

sorry for their sins.  

That making bad choices damages 

relationships and damages them. 
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what we do in Lent. Could 

include Raasa Parade (Kerala) and 

other Lent customs around the 

world. CST Every single person on 

Earth needs these things: food, 

water, work, clothes, a home, a 

school, and a doctor. Some people 

have what they need, but many 

people don’t. Jesus wants the people 

who already have what they need to 

help these others. Jesus wants us to 

take care of this. Rights and 

Responsibilities 
Prior learning: 

No prior knowledge known.   

 

Prior learning: 

No known prior learning unless the 

children attended our Nursery. 

Prior learning: 

In EYFS, pupils learnt that Lent is a 

time to care for others and prepare 

for Easter. They discovered that 

Jesus died on a cross on Good Friday 

and rose again on Easter Sunday, 

bringing new life, which we 

celebrate. They learnt about the 

great commandment to love God and 

everyone, and they explored simple 

signs and symbols of Lent, such as 

purple colours and ashes, and of 

Easter, like white colours, growth, 

and Easter gardens. Stories and 

customs helped them recognise key 

events of Holy Week and celebrate 

Easter in different ways. They also 

began to understand that everyone 

has basic needs like food, water, and 

Prior learning: 

In Year 1, pupils learnt about key 

events in Jesus’ life, including His 

entry into Jerusalem, His teachings 

in the temple, the story of the 

widow’s mite, the Last Supper, His 

Crucifixion, and the angel’s message 

after His resurrection. They 

explored how Jesus spent 40 days in 

the desert and were taught that 

Lent is a time for praying, fasting, 

and helping others, as Jesus showed 

us. They learnt about the Ash 

Wednesday and Palm Sunday 

liturgies and how Lent is a time for 

Christians to prepare for Easter by 

becoming closer to God. Through 

music and art, they discovered how 

Lent and Holy Week are celebrated 
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shelter, and Jesus calls us to help 

those in need during Lent and 

beyond. 

by Christian communities around the 

world. They also learnt that fasting 

and giving to others, like through 

CAFOD Family Fast Day, are ways to 

follow Jesus’ example of love and 

care for others. 

Key vocabulary: 

Lent 

Jesus 

Cross 

new life 

Love God 

Love everyone 

rose again 

Easter egg 

Key vocabulary: 

Lent 

Jesus 

Cross 

new life 

Love God 

Love everyone 

rose again 

Good Friday 

Holy Week 

Easter Sunday 

ashes 

palms 

Easter egg  

Key vocabulary: 

Temptation 

Last Supper 

Crucifixion 

Resurrection 

Ash Wednesday 

Palm Sunday 

Lent 

Easter 

Family Fast Day 

 

 

Key vocabulary: 

Easter Vigil 

forgiveness 

Kyrie Eleison 

reconciliation 

sin 

 

 


