
Religious Education Autumn 2 overview: Nursery, Reception and KS1  
 

Nursery Reception  Year 1 Year 2 

Catholic Social Teaching: Preferential Option for the Poor  

Branch 2: Prophecy and Promise  
Ways of knowing:  

What will I see and hear to 

help me understand? (See)  

How will I discover more? 

(Judge)  

What can I do now? (Act)  

 
*The children will explore 

the above through looking 

at the knowledge lenses of 

hear/believe/celebrate/live. 

 

Hear  

Mary was going to have a 

baby.  

His name will be Jesus (Lk 

1:26-31, 38).  

Jesus was born in 

Bethlehem (Lk 2:4-7). 

Shepherds hurried to see 

Mary and Joseph and baby 

Jesus (Lk 2:8-20). 

 

Believe  

Mary had a baby called 

Jesus  

 

 

Ways of knowing:  

What will I see and hear to help me 

understand? (See)  

How will I discover more? (Judge)  

What can I do now? (Act)  

 
*The children will explore the above 

through looking at the knowledge 

lenses of 

hear/believe/celebrate/live. 

 

Hear  

Mary was going to have a baby.  

His name will be Jesus (Lk 1:26-31, 

38).  

Jesus was born in Bethlehem (Lk 2:4-

7). Shepherds hurried to see Mary 

and Joseph and baby Jesus (Lk 2:8-

20). 

The Annunciation (Lk 1:26-31, 38).  

The Nativity (Lk 2: 4-7).  

The Shepherds visit the manger (Lk 

2:8-20) 

 

Believe 

Mary had a baby called Jesus  

Mary was chosen by God to give 

birth to his Son.  

Ways of knowing:  

What will I see and hear to help me 

understand? (See)  

How will I discover more? (Judge)  

What can I do now? (Act)  

 
*The children will explore the above 

through looking at the knowledge 

lenses of 

hear/believe/celebrate/live. 

 

Hear  

The Annunciation (Lk 1: 26-38, 

focusing on 1:26-32, 38)  

The Visitation (Lk 1:39-45)  

The Birth of Jesus (Lk 2:4-8)  

The Visit of the Shepherds (Lk 2:8-

20) 

 

Believe  

Because God loves us, he gave us his 

only Son, Jesus.  

God called Mary to be the mother of 

his Son, Jesus.  

Mary said ‘Yes’ to God’s call.  

Angels bring God’s message and are a 

sign that Jesus is the Son of God.  

Ways of knowing:  

What will I see and hear to help me 

understand? (See)  

How will I discover more? (Judge)  

What can I do now? (Act)  

 
*The children will explore the above 

through looking at the knowledge 

lenses of 

hear/believe/celebrate/live. 

 

Hear  

The Annunciation of John the 

Baptist (Lk 1:5-20)  

The Annunciation of Jesus (Lk 1:26-

38)  

The Visitation (Lk 1:39-50, 53)  

The birth of John the Baptist (Lk 

1:57-58)  

Zechariah’s voice is restored (The 

circumcision of John the Baptist)  

(Lk 1:59-66, 67,76)  

The Birth of Jesus (Lk 2:1-8)  

Including, for the season of Advent:  

Is 7:14, 9:1-2, 5-7 (Extracts from 

the book of Immanuel) 

 
Believe  
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Celebrate  

Advent wreath.  

The tradition of the crib. 

Nativity celebration 

 

Live  

Celebrate Advent, it is a 

time to get ready for 

Christmas. 

God sent Jesus to love us 

all. 

Jesus was born in a stable and laid in 

a manger. Shepherds were told by 

angels to visit him. 

 

Celebrate  

Advent wreath.  

The tradition of the crib.  

Nativity celebration. 

The tradition of the crib to tell the 

story of Jesus’ birth. 

 

Live  

Celebrate Advent, it is a time to get 

ready for Christmas.  

God sent Jesus to love us all 

Various cultures celebrate Jesus’ 

birthday in different ways. 

CST By our work in Advent, we help 

others and ourselves and we show 

our love to God.  

CST All people work in some way. 

Everyone should be able to work 

safely so that it helps them because 

God loves them. The Dignity and 

Rights of Workers 

The stories about Jesus are in a 

special book called the Bible 

 
Celebrate  

We ask Mary to pray with us and for 

us and to comfort us in times of 

need, especially using the prayer Hail 

Mary 

Hear and begin to join in with the 

words of the Hail Mary.  

Hear or sing the first phrase of the 

Gloria, recognising it as the angels’ 

song of praise to God. 

 

Live  

How Catholics around the world show 

honour to Mary, including diverse 

representations in art, sculpture, 

and music. 

How Christians in their local 

community celebrate the birth of 

Jesus 

That prophets and prophetesses 

communicate God’s message inspired 

by the Holy Spirit. John the Baptist 

is born to be a prophet. Christians 

believe that the person Isaiah spoke 

of was Jesus. In Isaiah’s words, 

Christians recognise Jesus as a light 

in the darkness and Immanuel, ‘God-

with-us’.  

Advent is the season when Christians 

prepare for the coming of Jesus 

Christ at Christmas.  That Mary is 

the mother of God and our mother 

who is trusted with all our prayers 

 
Celebrate  

Some words of Mary’s prayer, the 

Magnificat (Lk 1:46-50, 53) in which 

she gives thanks to God and prays 

for his just world to come. Advent is 

a time Christian preparation for 

Jesus’ coming.  

That the Advent wreath is a symbol 

of the coming of the light.  

How the Christmas story is 

celebrated in song: carol services. 

 
Live 

About some daily/weekly 

commitments that enable Christians 
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to live in a way that prepares them 

for Jesus’ coming.  

Advent preparations in different 

cultures.  

The meaning and interpretations of 

the candles/wreath in different 

cultural contexts. How Catholic 

Social Teaching (CST) can help to 

guide Christians to ‘share the light’ 

with others. 
Prior learning: 

No prior knowledge known.   

 

Prior learning: 

No known prior learning unless the 

children attended our Nursery. 

Prior learning: 

In EYFS, pupils heard Luke’s version 

of the Annunciation, the Nativity 

and the visit of the shepherds and 

know that Mary was chosen by God 

and had a baby called Jesus. They 

explored the Advent wreath and the 

tradition of the crib, reflecting on 

the ways different cultures 

celebrate the birth of Jesus. 

Prior learning: 

In Year 1, pupils heard and retold 

Luke’s infancy narrative, focusing on 

the gift of Jesus and the messages 

shared by the angels. 

Key vocabulary: 

God  

Mary  

Jesus  

Joseph  

Bethlehem  

shepherds  

nativity  

wreath 

 

Key vocabulary: 

God  

Mary  

Jesus  

Joseph  

Bethlehem  

shepherds  

nativity  

wreath 

crib  

angel  

manger 

Key vocabulary: 

Jesus  

Bible 

Annunciation 

angels  

Visitation  

Hail Mary 

Gloria 

  

 

Key vocabulary: 

Advent 

Advent wreath 

Annunciation 

Isaiah 

John the Baptist 

Magnificat 

prophet 

Zechariah 
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Advent  

Luke  

Gabriel  

 


