
24th April 2026

All things STEM! – On Wednesday, we held a day allocated to 
STEM – that’s Science, technology, engineering and maths.  
This was to mark the Feast of St John Baptist de La Salle, who 
is Patron Saint of Education.  As part of the celebrations, we 
invited two guest speakers - a big thank you to one of our 
parents, Mrs Alex DeSousa, who came to speak to the junior 
children about renewable energy and Carly McCarron, who is 
a paramedic and explained how and why you might need to 
call for an ambulance. The juniors learned that electricity can 
be made using solar panels or wind or water power. In the 
paramedic assembly, we learned that the London Ambulance 
Service receives 6,000 calls every 24 hours. Yes 6,000!!! For 
non-emergencies, you can call 111. She asked the infants if 
they knew their address – some didn’t, so their challenge is to 
learn their address including the postcode (we assumed the 
juniors would know this – but perhaps they could learn this
too). She is going to support us to arrange CPR training for our 
Year 5 and 6 children! The children (and staff!) learnt lots 
about these different STEM careers.
Mrs Warrington also led a STEM assembly, talking about the 
importance of questioning and investigating in Science. The 
children then had a busy morning practising their skills such 
as measuring length, time, distance and capacity before 
teaming up with other year groups to complete challenges 
using flight. Making paper aeroplanes, helicopters and rocket 
balloons was great fun.

Collective Worship – On Monday, Mrs Roper 
spoke to the children about this half term’s 
Catholic Social teaching theme which raises the 
profile of the dignity of workers. The Chaplaincy 
team has created a new display board at the front 
of the school which provides information around 
our Catholic Social teaching and associated prayers 
– do take a look!

Dear Parents

I hope you all made use of the opportunity to speak to your child’s class teacher and look at their work. Thank you 
for your continued support.

Please see the details below about our planned celebrations to honour Our Lady, Jesus’ mother during May.

Have a good weekend and for anyone running or watching the London Marathon, enjoy! We’ll be cheering Mrs 
Duffy on as she faces this challenge and raises money for the British Heart Foundation in memory of her brother 
Kieran. 
Kind regards
Kate Baptiste
Headteacher

Usborne Book Sale – On Tuesday, Anne came into 
school and led two assemblies to inspire the 
children to read. She clearly did an excellent job 
because we had a record £1,568.38 in total sales 
which has given us a commission of £941 to 
choose books for every class! Thank you very 
much indeed if you made a purchase.
You can continue to shop online until Sunday, by 
going to this link:
https://usborne.com/gb/uevent?event=47c30dd5
e95f33d9823317dba9ba5178

May is the month of Our Lady – It is a tradition in 
the Catholic faith to especially honour Mary, Jesus’ 
mother during the month of May. We will have a 
May procession on Thursday 7th May at 9.15am 
which you are all welcome to attend. For this 
occasion we invite you to bring in a flowering 
bedding plant. We would be most grateful if you 
could bring these in on Monday (27th April) so that 
the Gardening Club and Chaplaincy Team could 
plant them in the Mary area. 
During the month of May, we pray a decade of the 
Rosary every morning at 8:50am. This year we will 
do this at the Mary area (which you can find in the 
lower playground in between the pond and the
amphitheatre. All parents, carers and children are 
welcome to join us for this special devotion. Each 
day we invite a class to lead the prayers – see 
timetable. 

Timetable for praying a decade of the Rosary at 8:50am

If you are doing a clear out at home 
and have any long cushions you no 
longer want, would you consider
donating them to school? We’d like 
them for Mary’s area. Many thanks

Everyone is welcome to come every day, but a class will lead:-

everyone

https://usborne.com/gb/uevent?event=47c30dd5e95f33d9823317dba9ba5178


This is an event 
that Trent Park 
Running Club 
holds each year 
and it has 
distances for 
adults, 
teenagers and 
younger 
children. This 
year it is being 
held on Sunday 
21st June 
(Fathers Day). 
It’s a very nice 
course through 
Trent Park and 
raises money for 
the club and for 
charity. It’s not 
necessary to be 
a member to 
join the event. 
Several of our St 
Monica’s 
children are club 
members and 
would 
encourage 
others to join!

Here’s a link to 
the website for 
the 
event: https://tri
ffictrail.com/

https://triffictrail.com/

