
Dear Parents

We had an interesting visit from educational consultant John Tomsett on Wednesday. He had visited in October 
and advised us to work on the “stop-pause-insist” approach to our teaching, to ensure that every child was 
focussed on the teacher with no distractions when they are teaching/explaining. He commented on Wednesday,
that the focus of the children was excellent and he was very impressed. He has left us to work on using talk 
partners and mini-whiteboards more consistently. He will visit again in March to see our progress. It was heart-
warming to hear him speak so positively about the staff and children working so diligently!

Have a lovely weekend
Kate Baptiste
Headteacher

16th January 2026

Collective Worship – On Monday we held our 
Celebration of the Word assembly. This is when we 
focus on some scripture from the bible and consider 
how this could be relevant to us today.  I shared the 
story of Jesus being Baptised by John the Baptist. The 
Bible tells us that God revealed that Jesus was His son 
at this event. We talked about how Jesus preached a 
good way to live and how we can all follow His 
example by being loving, kind and thoughtful. 

On Tuesday, Miss Nolan led collective worship on the 
theme of ‘solidarity and peace’ with the Infants; this is 
our new Catholic Social Teaching topic. They learned 
about standing together as one human family and how 
peace is shown through kindness, forgiveness and 
caring for others, just as Jesus teaches us.

On Wednesday, Mrs Khan focused with the Juniors on 
the importance of peace, beginning with peace within 
ourselves and extending to peace with others and the 
wider world. We reflected on how all religions teach 
compassion, understanding, and respect, reminding us 
that peace is a shared value that connects humanity 
across cultures and beliefs.

A Star is Born! – Lindsey, Mr Charles-Nelson and I 
have enjoyed hearing some singing and watching 
some dancing this week at the auditions. We were
delighted that so many children had the confidence 
to stand in front of an audience and perform – all 
good character building skills.  I unfortunately 
missed some of the auditions and so left the 
decision making in the capable hands of Lindsey and
Mr Charles-Nelson. They watched over 40 auditions 
for the Thursday night show and nearly 70 auditions 
for the Friday night show! This involved about a 
quarter of the school! There’s a bit of fine tuning to 
do, so we’ll let the children know on Monday.

Piano and Violin Tutor
I am happy to share the details of a talented past 
pupil who is now teaching violin and piano.
My name is Oliver Nazareth Aston and I used to be 
a pupil at this school around 15 years ago! 
Throughout my primary school journey I was 
always keen on music and now I’m looking to pass 
on my skills to the next generation. No matter the 
age or ability, if you are looking for instrumental 
lessons in the local area on piano or violin contact 
me on 07583574818 or via 
email oliveraston1@gmail.com to start/continue 
your musical journey!

Class Masses with Year 5 – Fr Sean visited on 
Wednesday to plan the Class Masses due to take place 
next week and the week after. It would be lovely if as 
many parents could join for this intimate celebration. 
Siblings will be looked after in school, so it will be just
children from Class 5G (first) and then 5Y the week
after. A google form has been text to 5G parents so we
can have enough chairs. You can also access it here 
https://forms.gle/UqFTnqCvmpL4th7H8 .

Being Safe Online – Thought for the week…
You would never allow your child to cross the road 
alone while they were young. You would hold their 
hand and teach them about road safety. How many 
of you give your child a device and let them get on 
with it unsupervised? Use the same principles of 
road safety while your child accesses the internet!
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