16t January 2026

ST MONICA'S CATHOLIC
PRIMARY SCHOOL

Strive to succeed in the presence of God

Dear Parents

We had an interesting visit from educational consultant John Tomsett on Wednesday. He had visited in October
and advised us to work on the “stop-pause-insist” approach to our teaching, to ensure that every child was
focussed on the teacher with no distractions when they are teaching/explaining. He commented on Wednesday,
that the focus of the children was excellent and he was very impressed. He has left us to work on using talk
partners and mini-whiteboards more consistently. He will visit again in March to see our progress. It was heart-
warming to hear him speak so positively about the staff and children working so diligently!

Have a lovely weekend
Kate Baptiste
Headteacher

A Star is Born! — Lindsey, Mr Charles-Nelson and |
have enjoyed hearing some singing and watching
some dancing this week at the auditions. We were
delighted that so many children had the confidence
to stand in front of an audience and perform — all
good character building skills. | unfortunately
missed some of the auditions and so left the
decision making in the capable hands of Lindsey and
Mr Charles-Nelson. They watched over 40 auditions
for the Thursday night show and nearly 70 auditions
for the Friday night show! This involved about a
quarter of the school! There’s a bit of fine tuning to
do, so we’'ll let the children know on Monday.

Piano and Violin Tutor

| am happy to share the details of a talented past
pupil who is now teaching violin and piano.

My name is Oliver Nazareth Aston and | used to be
a pupil at this school around 15 years ago!
Throughout my primary school journey | was
always keen on music and now I’m looking to pass
on my skills to the next generation. No matter the
age or ability, if you are looking for instrumental
lessons in the local area on piano or violin contact
me on 07583574818 or via

email oliverastonl@gmail.com to start/continue
your musical journey!

Being Safe Online — Thought for the week...

You would never allow your child to cross the road
alone while they were young. You would hold their
hand and teach them about road safety. How many
of you give your child a device and let them get on
with it unsupervised? Use the same principles of
road safety while your child accesses the internet!

Diary Dates for this half term:

Collective Worship — On Monday we held our
Celebration of the Word assembly. This is when we
focus on some scripture from the bible and consider
how this could be relevant to us today. | shared the
story of Jesus being Baptised by John the Baptist. The
Bible tells us that God revealed that Jesus was His son
at this event. We talked about how Jesus preached a
good way to live and how we can all follow His
example by being loving, kind and thoughtful.

On Tuesday, Miss Nolan led collective worship on the
theme of ‘solidarity and peace’ with the Infants; this is
our new Catholic Social Teaching topic. They learned
about standing together as one human family and how
peace is shown through kindness, forgiveness and
caring for others, just as Jesus teaches us.

On Wednesday, Mrs Khan focused with the Juniors on
the importance of peace, beginning with peace within
ourselves and extending to peace with others and the
wider world. We reflected on how all religions teach
compassion, understanding, and respect, reminding us
that peace is a shared value that connects humanity
across cultures and beliefs.

Class Masses with Year 5 — Fr Sean visited on
Wednesday to plan the Class Masses due to take place
next week and the week after. It would be lovely if as
many parents could join for this intimate celebration.
Siblings will be looked after in school, so it will be just
children from Class 5G (first) and then 5Y the week
after. A google form has been text to 5G parents so we
can have enough chairs. You can also access it here
https://forms.gle/UgFTngCvmplL4th7HS .

Wednesday 215t January 8.20am — Class Mass for children & parents of Class 5G (an invite & details will be sent nearer the

time)

Tuesday 27" January — Year 4 be in school for 8.45am to walk to St Monica’s Church for Mass

Wednesday 28" January 8.20am — Class Mass for children & parents of Class 5Y (an invite & details will be sent nearer the
time)

Friday 30" January 4pm??? — Debating Club presentation for parents

Wednesday 4" February 9.15am — Music Recital for Year 4 instrumentalists

Thursday 5" February 7pm — A Star is Born — for Reception, Years 1, 2 and 3 (dress rehearsal in the morning)

Friday 6" February 7pm — A Star is Born (competition) — for Years 4, 5 and 6 (dress rehearsal in the morning)

Monday 9" February — Mental Health Week

Tuesday 10 February — Safer Internet Day

Tuesday 10™ February 8.45am — Year 6 walking to St Monica’s Church for Mass

Thursday 12*" February 9.15am — Class 6Y assembly

Thursday 12" February 7pm — Meeting for Year 6 parents regarding Hilltop trip and Relationships and Health Education
Friday 13™ — Closing date to apply for a nursery place for September 2026. Applications welcome from children born between

15t September 2022 and 31 December 2023.


mailto:oliveraston1@gmail.com
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DRAMA, SPEECH &
PUBLIC SPEAKING

LAMDA Examinations at St Monica’s School

Build confidence, communication skills and creativity
through engaging drama-based sessions.

Why LAMDA? LAMDA is not just about drama or acting.

The syllabus is designed to help children
Build self- :
g &use"_s:e.;:: deigbic learn transferable skills that they can

P i carry into all areas of their life.
v Develop clear communication

& public speaking skills LAMDA (London Academy of Music and
v Improve memory, Dramatic Arts) is a world-leading drama school
concentration & imagination  and exam board and has been training and

 Strengthen social and inspiring performers for over 160 years.
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e S Key Information
v Gain confidence in

speaking aloud and performing Ages: . Year 3 - Year 6

Day & Time: Tuesdays (45 minute sessions,

Sessions Led By during the lunchtime break)
Nick Hooton LAMDA Fee:  £10 per session/week, paid termly.
Experienced LAMDA Tutor and LAMDA EXAM Fee: A one-off Exam fee ranging between
Artistic Director of Centre Stage £35 - £50 (depending on Grade of exam)

For Sign up / Further information §d zoomlamda@hotmail.com




DANCE
@ STABLES

DS @ ST MONICAS

ALL SCHOOL YEARS

DANCE WEDNESDAYS

14TH JAN - 25TH MAR 2026

NO CLUB ON HALF TERM

£80.00

10 WEEKS
BOOK VIA OUR NEW ONLINE

BOOKING FORM.

YOUR INVOICE WILL FOLLOW TO REGISTERED
EMAIL ADDRESS. YOUR PLACE IS CONFIRMED
ONCE INVOICE PAYMENT RECEIVED.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
PLEASE EMAIL US
ds.team@dancestables.co.uk

www.dancestables.co.uk STQBLES

Follow us: DANCING EVERY DAY SINCE 2012

@DANCESTABLES.UK ORDER VIA EMAIL.




