ST MONICA'S CATHOLIC
PRIMARY SCHOOL

Strive to succeed in the presence of God
oth January 2026

Dear Parents

A very happy new year to you all. | hope 2026 brings joy, happiness and peace as well as resilience for the testing
times that may come our way. | also hope you managed to get an opportunity to connect with family and friends
over the festive period and take some rest.

A new term has started and it has been great to see the excitement and enthusiasm of the children coming into
school in the morning. A separate email about the curriculum newsletters has been sent, so please do take a
moment to view helpful hints and websites the teachers have shared, as well as the content of what your children
will be learning this half term.

Have a lovely weekend
Kate Baptiste
Headteacher

Girls Football — In the week
before the Christmas
holidays, the girls played
their first football match
against Raglan and it was a
brilliant game. Everyone
played extremely well,
showing great teamwork
and determination.
Unfortunately, the match
ended in a narrow 1-0 loss.
There will be more matches
for the girls this term, with
dates to follow.

Epiphany Mass — Our new term began with a special
Mass on Tuesday for the Feast of the Epiphany. The
wise men from the nativities in Years 1 and 2
dressed up again to bring the Feast day to life!
Thank you to Fr Sean and Mr Mehall for both
coming in to celebrate Mass. Mrs Warrington and |
were very touched to receive a blessing from

Fr Mehall at the end of Mass for 25 years’ service to
St Monica’s School! The time has flown!

B A Star is Born! — If your child would like to audition to be in
our talent show, a text message was sent on Wednesday with
an online form which must be completed by Sunday at

Collective Worship — On Tuesday, Mrs Roper led midnight. Remember that you need to complete a separate
collective worship on the theme of solidarity and peace form for each audition your child wants to do (maximum three
which is our new Catholic Social Teaching topic. They auditions per child). We usually see over 100 auditions and
learned about standing together as one human family and put through as many acts as we can. Please prepare your child
how peace is shown through kindness, forgiveness and for possible disappointment. The auditions next week will take
caring for others, just as Jesus teaches us. The children place during the usual music lessons and are as follows:
reflected on how they can live this out at St Monica’s by Monday 12t — Years 5 and 2

using kind words, listening to others and forgiving one Tuesday 13th —Years 3 and 1

another. Wednesday 14t — Reception

Thursday 15t — Years 6 and 4

We aim to tell the children on Friday who has got through,
which will allow plenty of time to practise before the shows on
5th and 6t of February.

Request for pre-loved games — After School Club are
looking for any unwanted, pre-loved board games/jigsaw
puzzles/table football. If you have anything that you think
children might enjoy, please send them in to school.

Diary Dates for this half term:

Week beginning Monday 12t January — A Star is Born auditions! See above for the days for each year group

Thursday 15" January — 5G start their weekly swimming. They are leaving here at 8.45am to walk to Southgate Leisure centre,
so need to be wearing appropriate rainproof gear. There is an option to drop your child at the pool for 9.15am — see text with
google form

Thursday 15t January — deadline for applying for a Reception class place for September 2026 — there is a low birth rate this
year, so tell your friends and neighbours who might not previously have got in, they may well have a chance this year!
Wednesday 21%t January 8.20am — Class Mass for children & parents of Class 5G (an invite & details will be sent nearer the
time)

Tuesday 27t January — Year 4 be in school for 8.45am to walk to St Monica’s Church for Mass

Wednesday 28t January 8.20am — Class Mass for children & parents of Class 5Y (an invite & details will be sent nearer the
time)

Friday 30t January 4pm??? — Debating Club presentation for parents

Wednesday 4" February 9.15am — Music Recital for Year 4 instrumentalists

Thursday 5" February 7pm — A Star is Born — for Reception, Years 1, 2 and 3 (dress rehearsal in the morning)

Friday 6" February 7pm — A Star is Born (competition) — for Years 4, 5 and 6 (dress rehearsal in the morning)

Monday 9t February — Mental Health Week

Tuesday 10% February — Safer Internet Day

Tuesday 10t February 8.45am — Year 6 walking to St Monica’s Church for Mass

Thursday 12th February 9.15am — Class 6Y assembly

Thursday 12" February 7pm — Meeting for Year 6 parents regarding Hilltop trip and Relationships and Health Education

Friday 13t — Closing date to apply for a nursery place for September 2026. Applications welcome from children born between
15t September 2022 and 31 December 2023.




Cookery Club — Spring term 2026

For ages 5 and up. The children will learn simple cooking
skills, and cook a variety of interesting dishes each week.
We will cover all the different food groups. They will
learn about ingredients, and how to cook easy, healthy
food. My cooking classes run in a number of schools in
North London — where my lessons are popular and
oversubscribed. | also run my own cookery school for
adults and teach cooking to vulnerable families as part of
HomeStart charity.

Cookery club will run on Tuesdays or Thursdays after
school from 3.30-4.30pm, in the Sunshine Room. All
equipment and ingredients provided.

Cost is £16 per lesson. Please register your interest with
Samina at si.remote@gmail.com as soon as possible.
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