
Religious Education Spring 1 overview: Year 3 and Year 4 

Year 3 Year 4 

Catholic Social Teaching: Solidarity and Peace  

Branch 3: Galilee to Jerusalem   
Ways of knowing:  

What will I see and hear to help me understand? (See)  

How will I discover more? (Judge)  

What can I do now? (Act)  

 
*The children will explore the above through looking at the knowledge lenses of 

hear/believe/celebrate/live. 

 

Hear  

Miracles, either:  

Cure of the centurion’s servant (Matt 8:5-13) or Cure of a paralytic (Matt 9:1-8) 

Parables, either: 

 Parable of the Sower (Matt 13:4-9), Parable of the Sower explained (Matt 

13:10-17) or Parable of the yeast (Matt 13:33) or Parable of the treasure and of 

the pearl (Matt 13:44-46)  

For Epiphany: • The visit of the Magi (Matt 2:1-12) 

 

Believe 

The Adoration of the Magi shows that all people are seeking Jesus and he comes 

for the whole world. 

The kingdom of God begins in all those who open their hearts to God’s love. The 

miracles that Jesus worked expressed his love for all people and were signs that 

the kingdom of God was beginning. 

Jesus’ parables to show the choices people must make to accept his invitation to 

the kingdom. 

 

Celebrate  

Ways of knowing:  

What will I see and hear to help me understand? (See)  

How will I discover more? (Judge)  

What can I do now? (Act)  

 
*The children will explore the above through looking at the knowledge 

lenses of hear/believe/celebrate/live. 

 

Hear 

Peter’s mother-in-law and casting out devils (Matt 8:14-17)  

Cure of the woman with a haemorrhage. The official’s daughter raised to 

life (Matt 9:18-26) or Cure of two blind men and cure of a demoniac 

(Matt 9:27-34)  

The Baptist’s question (Matt 11:1-15)  

Jesus walks on the water and, with him, Peter (Matt 14:22-33)  

Peter’s profession of faith (Matt 16:13-26)  

By the end of this unit of study, pupils will know some facts about:  

The importance of understanding historical context and cultural values at 

the time of the gospels. 

 

Believe  

Jesus is the Messiah/Christ but in a way that subverted the 

expectations of those of his own day: Jesus comes as a suffering 

servant, not a triumphant king.  

Jesus is fully God and fully human. We call this belief the incarnation.  

Jesus reveals the kind of messiah he is by showing that God’s Kingdom 

includes those who are excluded by society.  
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Praying the ‘Our Father’ helps Christians to continue to build the kingdom begun 

with Jesus.  

Live  

About the life of a saint who worked to build the kingdom of God. 

Jesus showed compassionate healing in mind and body through his 

ministry and continues to do so through His Body, the Church, especially 

in the sacraments, such as the Sacrament of Reconciliation and the 

Anointing of the Sick 

 

Celebrate  

Why Catholics pray the Creed at Mass.  

How Catholics experience God’s forgiveness in the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation and through it are reconciled with their community and 

how the Anointing of the Sick brings God’s strength to help those who 

are sick. 

 

Live  

How the work of a person or organisation who has been inspired by 

Jesus, work with those marginalised by societal attitudes to illness (e.g., 

St Francis Leprosy Guild, St Damien of Molokai, Ruth Pfau, Catholics for 

AIDS prevention and Support (CAPS), Sr Julie Driscoll and the House of 

Ruth). 

 
Prior learning: 

In Year 2, pupils deepened their understanding of who Jesus is and how he 

showed God’s love through his parables, miracles, and his baptism. They revisited 

earlier learning about Noah and Baptism, recognising water as a symbol of 

cleansing and new life. Through Jesus’ baptism, they learned how the Father and 

the Holy Spirit revealed his divine identity. Pupils explored parables such as the 

Lost Sheep, discovering the deeper message of God’s forgiveness. They also 

developed a simple understanding of sin as making wrong choices. By comparing 

this with Jesus’ example (resisting temptation and showing compassion and divine 

power in his miracles), they gained insight into his unique nature. Through 

learning about John the Baptist, pupils began to see how the prophets prepared 

Prior learning: 

In Year 3, pupils studied key passages from the Gospel of St Matthew, 

exploring how his parables and miracles reveal the meaning of the 

Kingdom of God. They learned that Matthew often grouped stories to 

emphasise a common theme, focusing on texts from both the sermon of 

parables and the sequence of ten miracles. Pupils discovered how 

parables use familiar, everyday image, such as seeds and farming, to 

encourage people to think in new ways about God’s kingdom. They also 

examined miracles as expressions of Jesus’ compassion and divine 

authority. 
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the way for Jesus and how Christians today turn back to God through prayer and 

repentance. 

Pupils reflected on how these miracles call believers to open their hearts 

to faith and to recognise God’s presence in the world. Through Matthew’s 

account of the Magi and other moments of revelation, they came to 

understand how Jesus is shown to be Lord and Saviour for all nations, 

and how the gospel challenges Christians to help build the Kingdom of 

God in their daily lives. 

 

Key vocabulary: 

Kingdom of God  

miracle  

parable  

Magi  

Adoration  

Epiphany 

Key vocabulary: 

Messiah  

Christ  

incarnation  

kingdom  

Sacrament of the Sick 

Nicene Creed  

marginalised  
 

 


