
Religious Education Autumn 2 overview: Year 3 and 4 
 

Year 3 Year 4 

Catholic Social Teaching: Preferential Option for the Poor  

Branch 2: Prophecy and Promise 
Ways of knowing:  

What will I see and hear to help me understand? (See)  

How will I discover more? (Judge)  

What can I do now? (Act)  

 
*The children will explore the above through looking at the knowledge lenses of 

hear/believe/celebrate/live. 

 

Hear  

Why Christians go to Mass on Sunday.  

How Catholics celebrate Mass.  

For Advent:  

Messiah would be born of a virgin and would be called Immanuel (Is 7:14).  

The Annunciation to Joseph (Matt 1:18-25).   

Revisit Lk 1:26-38. 

 

Believe 

Sunday is the day of the Resurrection of Jesus. Therefore, Christians gather on 

Sunday.  

Catholics gather to celebrate Mass where they listen to the words of holy 

scripture (the Liturgy of the Word) and meet Jesus in Holy Communion (the 

Liturgy of the Eucharist).  

The Liturgy of the Word includes readings from the Old Testament and the New 

Testament.  

That Jesus birth was foretold by the prophets.  

That Joseph listened to the angel and opened his heart to the Holy Spirit. 

 

Celebrate  

Ways of knowing:  

What will I see and hear to help me understand? (See)  

How will I discover more? (Judge)  

What can I do now? (Act)  

 
*The children will explore the above through looking at the knowledge 

lenses of hear/believe/celebrate/live. 

 

Hear 

The miracle of the flour and the oil (1 Kings 17:7-14)  

Elijah’s encounter with God: the journey 1 Kings 19:4-8, The meeting: 1 

Kings 19:9-15  

The preaching of John the Baptist (Matt 3:1-12 and Mk 1:1-8)  

Isaiah 40:3 (contained within the gospel accounts)  

The ancestry of Jesus (Matt 1:1-17) 

By the end of this unit of study, pupils will know some facts about:  

The importance of understanding historical context to appreciate the 

literal sense of biblical stories.  

What is meant by ‘prophecy’. 

 

Believe  

For Christians, the prophets awaken an expectation of the coming of the 

Messiah in people’s hearts.  

John the Baptist is sent to prepare the way for Jesus.  

In the Advent liturgies, Christians pray for the second coming of Jesus 

alongside preparing for Christmas.  

Advent is a time of preparation for Jesus’ incarnation at Christmas and 

for the second coming as King of the Universe. 



Religious Education Autumn 2 overview: Year 3 and 4 
 

How Catholics use some signs, actions, prayers, and symbols to celebrate Mass, 

e.g., the sign of the cross, bells, the Kyrie Eleison prayer, etc.  

Hear some of the responses Catholics say at Mass, focusing on the Liturgy of 

the Word.  

How Advent hymns celebrate Jesus as the coming Messiah (e.g., O Little town of 

Bethlehem; Long ago prophets knew; O come, divine Messiah; O come, O come 

Emmanuel). 

 

Live  

Some ways that Christians prepare for the coming of Christ during Advent. 

Representations in art around the world, connecting to the prophecies of Christ’s 

coming. 

Celebrate  
The Feast of Christ the King.  

The Jesse tree.  

‘He will come again in glory’ from the Nicene Creed. 

 

Live  

How Christians prepare for the coming of Christ during Advent. 

How Christians use the Jesse tree during Advent, identifying its meaning 

and representation in art around the world, connecting to God’s plan for 

salvation. 

How some artists have depicted Jesus Christ as King. 

Prior learning: 

In Year 2, pupils made connections with the whole infancy narrative of St Luke 

and were introduced to John the Baptist. They learned that St Luke’s Gospel 

begins in the temple in Jerusalem with Zechariah, who struggled to accept the 

Angel Gabriel’s message and was left unable to speak. In contrast, they explored 

how Mary responded with faith, saying ‘Yes’ to God’s message and was filled with 

the power of the Holy Spirit. Pupils also learnt about the liturgical season of 

Advent as a time of preparation for the coming of Christ at Christmas, and they 

reflected on the prophetic words of Isaiah that foretold his arrival. 

Prior learning: 

In Year 3, pupils explored the structure of the Mass and the Nativity in 

St Matthew’s Gospel. They focused on the Liturgy of the Word, linking it 

to themes of gift and rest from Creation. They learned that Jesus is the 

fulfilment of Jewish prophecy and reflected on the meaning of 

Bethlehem as a symbol of the Eucharist. This branch deepened their 

understanding of how Scripture is celebrated in the Church and valued 

the diverse experiences pupils brought. 

Key vocabulary: 

Mass 

Sunday 

Advent 

Joseph 

angel 

Liturgy of the Word 

 

Key vocabulary: 

Advent 

prophet 

Elijah 

John the Baptist 

Jesse tree 

Christ the King 

 


