
Religious Education Autumn 1 overview: Year 5 and Year 6 

Year 5 Year 6 

Catholic Social Teaching: Care for Creation 

Branch 1: Care for Creation  
Ways of knowing:  

What will I see and hear to help me understand? (See)  

How will I discover more? (Judge)  

What can I do now? (Act)  

 
*The children will explore the above through looking at the knowledge lenses of 

hear/believe/celebrate/live. 

 

Hear  

The Burning Bush (Ex 3:1-15)  

The Sinai covenant and the Ten Commandments (Ex 19:3-8, 20:1-17)  

Jesus’ summary of the law (Matt 22:36-40) 

 

Believe 

A covenant is a binding agreement between God and human beings, which makes 

them his people. 

 God made several covenants throughout history – with Noah, Abraham, Moses, 

and David.  

God gives the Ten Commandments to help human beings live good and happy lives. 

That Jesus teaches that the most important commandments are to love God and 

to love other people. 

Catholic Social Teaching helps us to see that loving our neighbour demands a 

commitment to social change and transformation: ‘We profoundly belong 

together and are fundamentally dependent on one another’.  

 

Celebrate  

That sin is the deliberate spoiling of our friendship with God and each other.  

Ways of knowing:  

What will I see and hear to help me understand? (See)  

How will I discover more? (Judge)  

What can I do now? (Act)  

 
*The children will explore the above through looking at the knowledge 

lenses of hear/believe/celebrate/live. 

 

Hear 

The second account of Creation (Genesis 2:5-10, 15-23, 3:1-7,9-13, 17-19)  

Jn 1:1-5, 16-18  

The Nicene Creed  

Laudato Si’ 66-67 

By the end of this unit of study, pupils will know:  

The literary forms employed in the Genesis account.  

The Genesis account of Creation and Fall is not a literal scientific 

description, but expresses beliefs about God, the world, and human 

beings (see CCC 159). 

 

Believe  

The world is in disarray because humans choose to do evil again and again. 

This is called original sin; the story of Adam and Eve explains why the 

world is no longer as good as it was in the beginning. (YCfK 22)  

In Jesus, God restored humanity’s relationship with him.  

Baptism is the first sacrament of the forgiveness of sins. It unites 

Christians with Jesus Christ, who dies and rises, and strengthens the 

gifts of the Holy Spirit.  
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We can develop habits that will help us accomplish what is good. These habits 

are called virtues.  

Virtues are practical wisdom (prudence), justice, fortitude, and temperance (also 

known as the cardinal virtues). Through God’s grace we can enjoy the theological 

virtues of faith, hope, and love. 

 

Live  

Examples of acting with great love (e.g., Little Way week shows the importance 

of doing small things with great love).  

What growing in virtue could mean in their school (e.g., Jesuit Pupil Profile, 

Virtues to Live By (Diocese of Leeds)). 

Belief in God as sustainer and source of the universe is compatible with 

the scientific account of the beginnings of the universe and the theory 

of evolution. 

 

Celebrate  
The symbols in the Sacrament of Baptism that point to a Christian’s new 

life in Christ  

The Church teaches that the Nicene Creed allows all believers to make a 

common statement of their faith. 

 

Live  

Many scientists are Christians and they do not see any conflict between 

their faith and science.  

The work of Catholic scientists in contributing to the scientific account 

of the beginnings of the universe (e.g., the work of Mendel and 

Lemaitre). The ways in which some sin is social and embedded in social 

structures (cf. CCC 1868-69). 
Prior learning: 

In Year 4, pupils learnt that Abraham is a central figure in Judaism, Christianity, 

and Islam, recognised as a model of faith in one God. They explored how to 

interpret biblical texts through the lens of hermeneutics, considering historical 

context, narrative features, and contemporary meaning. They came to 

understand that Abraham responded to God’s call through a series of covenants, 

viewed by Christians as fulfilled in Jesus, while also learning how these 

covenants are understood differently in Jewish and Muslim traditions. Pupils also 

studied the story of Joseph, discovering how he was betrayed by his brothers, 

rose to power in Egypt, and chose forgiveness—offering a message of 

reconciliation that Christians see as a foreshadowing of the gospel. 

Prior learning: 

In Year 5, pupils learnt about Moses’ encounter with God at the burning 

bush and the giving of the Ten Commandments. They explored how God 

revealed himself to Moses and how the commandments were a gift to 

guide a newly freed people towards justice, rest, and dignity. They also 

examined how Jesus summarised the law as love of God, others, and self. 

Pupils studied the virtues that help people live out this love—faith, hope, 

and love from God’s grace, and the human virtues of prudence, justice, 

fortitude, and temperance—recognising how these virtues support a good 

and meaningful life. 

Key vocabulary: 

covenant  

Moses 

Exodus  

Key vocabulary: 

Creation 

Fall 

Eden 
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Sinai  

Commandments  

virtues  

grace 

evolution  

baptism  

salvation 

 

 


