
Religious Education Autumn 1 overview: Year 3 and Year 4 

Year 3 Year 4 

Catholic Social Teaching: Care for Creation 

Branch 1: Care for Creation  
Ways of knowing:  

What will I see and hear to help me understand? (See)  

How will I discover more? (Judge)  

What can I do now? (Act)  

 
*The children will explore the above through looking at the knowledge lenses of 

hear/believe/celebrate/live. 

 

Hear  

That the Creation stories in Genesis use symbolism to explain the relationship 

between God, human beings, and the world.  

That in the first account of the Creation one day is ‘made holy’ (Gen 2:3).  

That the Church teaches that ‘Creation is the common work of the Holy Trinity’. 

By the end of this unit of study pupils will have encountered the following 

key texts:  

The first account of the Creation, Genesis 1:1-2:4.  

Extracts from either Psalm 8 or 19 in praise of Creation.  

In an age-appropriate way, LS 66 and 88 

 

Believe 

God is the Creator of the Universe who made everything out of ‘free and 

unselfish love’ (YC 2).  

That all human beings are made in God’s image and all people have dignity and are 

created equal.  

A way in which human beings’ image (imitate) God is through care for each other, 

and that caring for Creation is one of the ways we care for each other. 

Additionally, failing to care for Creation is a way people turn away from God’s 

love.  

Ways of knowing:  

What will I see and hear to help me understand? (See)  

How will I discover more? (Judge)  

What can I do now? (Act)  

 
*The children will explore the above through looking at the knowledge 

lenses of hear/believe/celebrate/live. 

 

Hear 

The story of Abraham, focusing on the following key texts:  

The call of Abram (Gen 12:1-5)  

The Abrahamic covenant (Gen 15:1-6)  

Abraham and Sarah (Gen 18:1-15)  

Abraham and Isaac (Gen 22:1-18)  

(Optional) The story of Joseph, focusing on the following key texts:  

Genesis: 37:2-35, 41:1-42, 44:1-17, 33-34, 45:1-5, 16-20 

The historical, cultural, and religious context out of which Abraham was 

called.  

The importance of understanding historical context to appreciate the 

literal sense of biblical stories. 

 

Believe  

God’s covenant with Abraham is the foundation of the faith of the people 

of the Old and New Testaments: Judaism and Christianity  

Faith is believing in God, trusting what God reveals, and following God’s 

loving purpose to live a good life.  
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The dignity of all human beings is one of the principles of Catholic Social 

Teaching 

 

Celebrate  

Extracts from a psalm of Creation.  

How the praise of Creation is expressed in the prayer and Liturgy of the Church 

(e.g., St Francis’s Canticle of the Creatures; the Offertory prayers; a Prayer for 

our Earth in Laudato Si’). 

 

Live  

Ways in which we can show care for God’s world (stewardship) as part of our 

care for each other.  

Ways in which people can give thanks for the blessing of Creation, including 

spending time in prayer. 

Through living out virtues of faith, hope, and love (sometimes referred 

to as charity), Christians are drawn into a closer relationship with the 

Holy Trinity.  

Abraham is a model of how to pray. 

 

Celebrate  
Age-appropriate extracts from prayers of faith in God from the Catholic 

tradition. (For example, Ps 40:1, the St Therese prayer, ‘May today there 

be peace within’, St John Henry Newman’s ‘Mission of my Life’, Bl Charles 

de Foucauld’s ‘Prayer of Abandonment’.) 

 

Live  

The virtues of faith, hope, and love.  

The life and work of a person who was an example of faith made active in 

love, e.g., the intervention of Cardinal Manning in the London 

dockworker’s strike 
Prior learning: 

In Year 2, pupils learnt about the story of Noah as a sign of God’s promise to all 

creation, symbolised by the rainbow. They came to understand that this story, 

like others in early Genesis, is not a historical account but expresses deep 

truths about humanity’s relationship with God and the hope that comes from 

Him. They also explored the Sacrament of Baptism, learning that each person is 

reborn into God’s family and clothed in a white garment as a sign of new life in 

Christ. They began to recognise the rich symbolism within the baptismal liturgy 

and its connection to the Christian life. 

Prior learning: 

In Year 3, pupils studied the first account of Creation in Genesis as a 

poetic narrative revealing Christian beliefs about God as Creator. They 

learned that God brought order and goodness out of nothing through his 

Word and Spirit, introducing the Trinity. They explored the idea that all 

of Creation is a gift, with humanity made in God’s image and likeness 

(‘imago Dei’), reflecting on human dignity, equality, rest, and gratitude. 

Through scripture, psalms, and Church teaching, especially Laudato Si’—

they deepened their understanding of the responsibility to care for 

creation and restore relationships with God, others, and the earth. 

Key vocabulary: 

Genesis 

poetry 

Creator 

image and likeness dignity 

equality 

Key vocabulary: 

Covenant 

forgiveness 

Abraham 

Sarah 

Isaac 
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 Joseph 

Virtue  

Faith  

Hope 

Love  
 

 


