
Dear Parents,
We were overwhelmed by the donations of bottles and soft toys today – THANK YOU ALL!! Next week we’re asking for 
jars of sweets for the hoopla stall and homemade cakes/biscuits (no nuts please and please label each offering with the 
ingredients) – it’s another non-uniform day - thanks in anticipation of your usual generosity.
We have marked the Feast of St Cecilia with two lovely recitals of singing and playing – see below for a few clips and 
after school the children were busy singing and dancing at the Winter Disco! A big thank you to all the staff for running 
this and The Friends for organising the snacks.  A special thanks to those staff who came in on their day/afternoon off 
to be here! 
Have a good weekend 
Kate Baptiste

21st November 2025

St Cecilia – It is the Feast of St Cecilia tomorrow; 
in the Catholic tradition, she is the Patron Saint of 
Music. Therefore, this week we have been 
celebrating with a concert from the choir on 
Monday evening and a strings recital on Thursday 
morning. You can watch some of the children 
singing here and the strings performance here. 
Whoever thought that singing 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 could 
sound so wonderful! As ever, a big thank you to
Mr Charles-Nelson for all his musical expertise 
and Lynne for running the strings group. Another 
thanks for the unsung hero Mrs Shaw who 
attends all the choir after school club sessions to 
support Mr Charles-Nelson – it is much 
appreciated!

Class Masses for 6
Class 6Y please complete the link to confirm your attendance 
https://forms.gle/ep2UNUa1YGa8ppUS7
Class 6G please complete the link to confirm your attendance 
https://forms.gle/9NsNjoTeNBb1qvzc9 . 
Year 5 Class Masses will be in the Spring term – dates tba

This week’s assemblies
On Monday, the School Council talked about some of their 
achievements this year, representing their classes. Children in 
Years 1-6 were invited to consider whether they would like to 
be on the new School Council. Voting will happen next week. 
Candidates are asked to write a manifesto explaining why 
anyone should vote for them!
On Tuesday, Mrs Weston spoke to the infants about Road 
Safety. They learnt how important it is to STOP-LOOK-LISTEN-
THINK while crossing the road. The children enjoyed these 
two videos https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pI4Ye4EZo00
and https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7lsQROO7N6s
On Wednesday, 

A huge 
thank you 
to one of 
our dads 
Perry, who 
has 
donated 
two 
Christmas 
trees to the 
school! 

Christmas Brochure Competition – We had a huge 
response to the front cover competition! Well done to 
Milo in 6G who was the overall winner with runners up 
Dimitar 3Y and Poppy 1G. The winners for each year 
group were: Autumn RG, Isabel 1Y, Cliodhna 2Y, Amelie 
3G, Ameliia 4Y, Ellie 5Y & George 6G

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e5W1zF8kvQI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eikFzk_DS04
https://forms.gle/ep2UNUa1YGa8ppUS7
https://forms.gle/9NsNjoTeNBb1qvzc9
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pI4Ye4EZo00
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7lsQROO7N6s




Match Funding - Can you help?
• In 2024-25 The Friends of St Monica’s managed to raise over £11,000 for our school 

through parents Match Funding through their employers. This amounted to 22% of the 
funds we raised for the school in one year alone. Below is some information about Match 
Funding, which might be available at your place of work.

Match Funding - What is it?
• Hundreds of organisations offer their employees the chance to boost 

fundraising efforts through match funding. The Friends of St Monica’s is a 
registered charity and so we're eligible to be the recipient of Match 
Funding.

• There are a number of ways a company might offer match funding. Here are 
some examples:

• Matching a sum of money an employee has raised

• Matching a sum of money an employee has personally donated

• Offering donations towards time that employees volunteer for a charity.

• If your company does offer match funding against money you raise then all 
you would need to do is volunteer at one of our events (the Christmas 
Bazaar, Summer Fete, Quiz Night etc) and the money raised at the event, or 
the stall you volunteer on could be eligible for match funding. The Friends 
can provide you with a letter confirming your contribution and our status as 
a charity.

What Companies Match Fund?
• Lots and lots! Generally speaking, banks and building societies, insurance 

companies, supermarkets, utilities providers, phone companies and larger 
corporations are known to offer match funding schemes. Some examples 
include Barclays, Vodafone, Aviva, HSBC, Tesco, Boots, Warner Bros, and 
many many more. So do ask!

If you would like to get in touch with The Friends to find out 
more email

thefriendsofstmonicas@gmail.com

mailto:thefriendsofstmonicas@gmail.com

