ST MONICA'S CATHOLIC
PRIMARY SCHOOL

Strive to succeed in the presence of God

7th November 2025

Dear Parents,

| hope you all managed some rest and relaxation over the half term holiday. It’s been a busy first week back.

I hope lots of you will be able to attend the Sip, Shop, Social event tonight — it promises to be a great event and a very
worth while cause to support local families during Christmas. You can pay £5 on the door if you haven’t bought a ticket.
Next week you have an opportunity to meet with your child’s class teacher and look at your child’s work. Please read
the letter sent yesterday with logistical arrangements. The main points are: stick to the 10 minutes, if you are bringing
your child to school with you, they must stay with you at all times (and not roam around school or the playground) and

collection of children from clubs must happen at the main school entrance (don’t take them away with you if you
happen to see them in the hall without the adult knowing). With nearly 200 children in the building at various after
school clubs, it is essential that everyone is kept safe, so many thanks for your cooperation with this.

Next Thursday morning, we have two school nurses coming in to speak to parents about a variety of useful topics. To

book a place, please see the email sent separately today.
Have a good weekend
Kate Baptiste

This week’s assemblies

On Monday, the infant and junior children met separately to
listen to an assembly from NSPCC. The theme of the assembly
was “Speak out and stay safe”. The children were shown a
video about contacting Child Line on 0800 1111 if they felt
they needed to chat to someone. They were also given the
website https://www.childline.org.uk/

This week, Miss Nolan focused the infant assembly on our
Catholic Social Teaching theme 'Preferential Option for the
Poor’. Mrs O’Connell did the same assembly with the Juniors.
They both explained to the children that Catholics believe
that everyone is made in God's image, so they believe that we
must treat every human with respect. They discussed what
we can do as a school to give to the poor and vulnerable.
They also linked the assembly to the Jubilee Year of Hope and
how we can pray for hope and aim to bring hope to those in
need. At home, we encourage you to have discussions with
your child about actions you can take as a family to care for
the poor and vulnerable.

Thomas James Estate Agents are kindly sponsoring our
Christmas Bazaar again this year! — Thank you to everyone
who agreed to have a board outside their house and for
Thomas James Estate Agents for sponsoring this event so

generously! ﬂ}

Year 6 Retreat Days — On Tuesday and Wednesday this week,
the two Year 6 classes walked to St Monica’s Church for a
retreat day. The focus on the day was leadership and what
makes a good and bad leader. As leaders of our school, our
Year 6 children learnt they have a responsibility to always set
a good example and the consequences when they don’t.

Diary Dates for the coming weeks:

Parents Governor Ballot papers and information

has been sent out today. Please check your child’s
bag and return your ballot papers by Monday 17,

The Friends of Conway Rec are embarking on
writing a grant application to improve the pond
area. If you use Conway Park or even just walk
through it, please would you take a few
moments to complete this questionnaire
https://forms.qle/8gxwv9KqJhE371CS8

Thank you, Sue Davies, Member of the Funding
subcommittee of The Friends of Conway Rec.

Help with our school Library — A big thank you
to three parents who have volunteered their
time to help with our school library — it is much
appreciated!

Happy Bag collection — Today we raised
£310.50 by just bringing unwanted clothes etc

into school! Thanks for all the donations and a
special thank you to all the parents who
helped organise it all.

PE during Autumn 2 — You may have noticed
on the curriculum newsletters that classes are
having one outdoor PE lesson each week. It is
good practice to have two hours of PE each
week, but in the lead up to Christmas, there is
limited hall time available and so the children
run the daily mile several times each week to
make up the additional hour. They do not need
to wear PE kit on these days.

Sunday 9" November at 11pm — Deadline for booking an appointment to see your child’s teacher

Week beginning 10" November —opportunity to meet your child’s class teacher various days this week

Monday 10" November — non-uniform day for St Theresa’s (blue team). If you have PE that day, wear something suitable
Monday 10" November midday — Deadline for ordering one of your child’s Christmas card designs (or other items) — check in

your child’s bag for the details

Tuesday 11" November — We will have 2 minute silence for Remembrance Day

Wednesday 12t November — Professional photographer will be in school for photo day (individuals and sibling groups)
Wednesday 12" November 9.15am — Year 5 music recital for instrumentalists — Year 5 parents welcome

Thursday 13" November 9.30am — School Nurses coming in for a coffee morning with parents from Nursery to Year 4. a link to

book a space was emailed separately earlier today.
Monday 10" — Deadline to return Parent Governor Ballot papers

Thursday 13™ November — Deadline for handing in Christmas Bazaar Brochure front cover designs

Monday 17" November 7pm — St Cecilia Concert with the choir

Thursday 20" November 9.15am — Strings Group performance — parents invited
Friday 215* November — Winter Disco straight after school — finish at 4.30pm. Tickets on sale nearer the time
Tuesday 25" and Thursday 27" — Class Masses for Class 6Y and 6G respectively — starting at 8.20am — details to follow


https://forms.gle/8gxwv9KgJhE371CS8
https://www.childline.org.uk/

