ST MONICA'S CATHOLIC
PRIMARY SCHOOL

Strive to succeed in the presence of God

3rd October 2025

Dear Parents,

We were delighted to welcome education consultant John Tomsett to school on Wednesday. He visited all
classrooms with a focus on teaching and learning. He was very impressed with the children’s focus but noticed
sometimes there might be only 95% of children giving their full attention and so we are tightening up on making
sure there is 100% attention 100% of the time. We are using a teachers’ manual called WalkThrus by Tom
Sherrington and have introduced STOP-PAUSE-INSIST to the children. The stop signal is a raised hand (we might
clap or ring a bell first if we need to get their attention quickly). We then pause for the children to face us, stop
speaking, empty anything they may have in their hands and listen. If only 95% of the class are doing this, there will
always be a few children getting left behind and not making the full progress we are aiming for. Try and practise
this at home!

Today we have celebrated the Feast of St Theresa of Lisieux (which was actually 1%t October). She said, “Do small
things with great love.” The children have had a range of activities around mental health and well-being — praying
that we can share the love!

Have a lovely weekend

Kate Baptiste

Building Fund — Apologies for the confusion on ParentPay
regarding the School Building Fund. The request is for £100
per family, however, a range has been set between £10 and
£200 for people who want to pay more/less. We have
received just over £3,000 this academic year, which means
we have managed to save just over £37,000. If every family
paid their contribution, we could start our toilet
refurbishment project this summer holiday!

This week’s assemblies
On Monday, we caught up with all the house point

collecting that our House Captains have been doing over Flu vaccination — If parents gave their consent,
the last few weeks. Our Celebration of the Word focused on  children received the flu vaccine on Tuesday.
the Gospel story of Lazarus who was not helped by the rich There will be a follow up visit in November for
man. God wants each of us to share with people who are in any child/ren who was absent or if you forgot to
need — we lived out this Gospel on Harvest Festival. complete the form.

On Tuesday, Miss Allen spoke to the Infant children about
the Holy Rosary. She explained that the beads are arranged
in groups of ten and they prayed a Hail Mary, an Our Father
and a Glory Be prayer.

On Thursday it was our Harvest Festival celebration where
we gave thanks for all that we have. Mrs Roper explained
how Harvest links to Catholic Social teaching. Thank you for
all the donations. £538.59 was raised which will be given to
St Monica’s church foodbank to buy food for people in
need in our community. Thank you!

October — month of the Holy Rosary —The rota for praying
a decade of the Rosary each morning at 8.50am is as
follows:

Monday 6t — Class 5G Monday 13t — Class 2Y
Tuesday 7t — Class 4Y Tuesday 14t — Class 2G
Wed 8th — SCHOOL CLOSED Wed 15th— Class 4G
Thurs 9th — Class 3Y Thurs 16t — Class 1Y
Friday 10t — Class 3G Friday 17th — Class 1G

OPAL — Thank you very much for the wellies sent in for OPAL and some new toys: a lovely play kitchen
and a work bench as well. Keep them coming in!

Diary Dates for the coming weeks:

Monday 6% October after school — football event at Laurel Park — details have been emailed to the parents of those children involved
Wednesday 8" October — School is closed for a staff training day on safeguarding and first aid

Friday 10t October — 2G walking to St Monica’s Church in the morning

Thursday 16t October 8.20am — Class 4Y are having a Mass in school — all parents welcome to join the children in Class 4Y

Thursday 16" 7pm and repeated Friday 17" at 9.15am — Literacy meeting for Reception parents in school

Friday 17" October — Show racism the red card day — children are asked to wear something red — it could be a hair bow or a top or a
whole outfit — but we show solidarity in all having some red clothing to say racism will not be tolerated in our school.

Friday 24t October 9.15am — Coffee morning for Infant parents with a focus on ADHD — guest speaker Dr Chukwuma

Friday 17" October 7.30pm — Annual Quiz Night for parents




