26t September 2025

ST MONICA'S CATHOLIC
PRIMARY SCHOOL

Strive to succeed in the presence of God

Dear Parents,

It was great to see so many people at the Macmillan Cancer Charity Coffee Morning this morning and wonderful to
have continued selling cakes after school (so many generous donations!). We raised a brilliant £384.12!! A massive
thank you to everyone who donated cakes/biscuits and to all the parents who helped with serving — it was a great turn

out and your support is very much appreciated.

An email was sent earlier today about the School Building Fund. Please take the time to read it. All contributions
gratefully received as we save up to refurbish our Junior toilets. If your ParentPay says £200, please ignore this — there
has been an error. It should only say £100 — the office staff will sort this on Monday.

Request please - after school, please ensure that there are no scooters or bikes being ridden around the playground;
we’ve had a few near misses. This will help us keep our school rule BE SAFE. Also, if you have a dog, please leave it at
the gate. There are children with severe allergies and/or are scared of dogs, so please keep them off the premises.

Have a lovely weekend
Kate Baptiste

Things needed for OPAL

1. Waterproof gear — If you have any waterproof trousers, jackets, ponchos, wellies (all sizes) that you no longer need,
please could we have them at school? We would like to set up a bank of waterproof gear that we can use during rainy
days. 2. Tarpaulin any sheets or tents. 3. Space Hoppers — does anyone have any of these in their garage they no
longer need? We're always looking for new items — play kitchens, old pots and pans, garages, cars, buggies etc.

This week’s assemblies

On Monday, we held our ‘Celebration of the Word’
assembly. Every Wednesday, we email the ‘Wednesday
Word’ to parents. This includes Sunday’s Gospel. This week
it was about not being a slave to money, but always putting
God before selfish choices.

On Tuesday, Miss Anderson led the Infant assembly which
was about how we are all unique. The children discussed the
Catholic belief that despite all our differences, we are all
special because we have been created by God, who loves us
all. She then read Elmer by David McKee to emphasise her
point and they were invited to pray a prayer of gratitude.
On Wednesday, Mrs Roper spoke to the Juniors about the
opportunity of becoming a member of the new Chaplaincy
team. She is looking for children who can be models of
kindness, care and faith. She has now been inundated with
applications!

Thank you!! - A big “THANK YOU!” to The Friends
for their donation of £22,000 to the school. This
has helped prop up our school budget to pay for
essentials that we can no longer afford eg site
licenses, upkeep of the forest, resources etc.

October — month of the Holy Rosary — In the Catholic faith,
we especially pray the Rosary during the month of October.
At St Monica’s we have a tradition of praying a decade of
the Rosary (that’s ten Hail Marys) before school each
morning. We invite each class (with their parents & carers)
to come and lead it each day, but anyone is welcome to join
in on any day. The rota is as follows:

Wed 15t — Class 6Y Wed 8t — Class 4G
Thurs 2" — Class 6G Thurs 9t — Class 3Y
Friday 3 — Class 5Y Friday 10t — Class 3G
Monday 6th — Class 5G Monday 13t — Class 2Y
Tuesday 7th — Class 4Y Tuesday 14t — Class 2G

Flu vaccination — Whether you want your

child to receive the vaccination or not, you
must complete the online form which was
attached to last week’s newsletter email.

Harvest Festival — On Thursday we will
celebrate Harvest Festival in school with a
service to give thanks for all that we have. On
this day, we invite families to bring in a
donation (suggested £2) which is given to St
Monica’s Church Foodbank. Every Monday,
the foodbank is open to provide food for
anyone in the local community who is in need.
They use our donations to purchase food that
they need. If you would like to give more than
£2 then of course you are very welcome.
Thanks in advance for your usual generosity,
which makes such a positive difference.

Pupil Premium Plus Grant — Did you know that schools can claim a grant called Pupil Premium Plus for children
who were ever in care (PLAC) and now live with Special Guardians, or under Adoption or Child Arrangement
Orders? If this applies to your child, please let us know by Wednesday 1% October, so we can claim the £2,630
grant. This will then pay for things like musical instrument lessons for your child, school trips or enrichment work
in school. In order to apply, families need to show their adoption order, child arrangement order or Special
Guardianship Order (originals only and no photocopies). You only need to do this once during their time at St
Monica’s, so those families who have already provided this, need not do it again.




Diary Dates for the coming weeks:

Saturday 27t 6pm — Leaving Mass at Church for Fr David

Tuesday 30t — flu vaccinations being administered in school — consent from parents is needed for this

Wednesday 1°t October — Month of the Holy Rosary we pray a decade of the Rosary each morning at 8.50am at the front of the school
— see above for the rota of which class will lead this each day.

Wednesday 15t October — John Tomsett, educational consultant coming in to school to work with the staff on pedagogy

Thursday 2"¢ October — Harvest Festival Celebration in school - £2 donations (cash please) requested which will be given to St
Monica’s food bank to buy essential food supplies.

Friday 3 October — Day for the Feast of St Theresa — (her actual Feast is 1) During this day, the children will be learning about doing
small things with great love, as St Theresa advocated. A range of activities are being planned to support children’s mental health and
well-being.

Wednesday 8™ October— School is closed for a staff training day on safeguarding and first aid

Friday 17" October 7.30pm — Annual Quiz Night for parents — details on last week’s newsletter




