
Year 6 Sats Week – In the UK we have statutory tests for 
children in May of Year 6. This week, the children have 
completed tests in reading, grammar, spelling, 
punctuation and maths. We are all very proud of their 
hard work and their attitude to trying their best. We 
know however, that our children are more than a score 
and their many gifts and talents cannot be measured by 
a Sats result. Some schools create a huge amount of 
pressure around these tests which can result in stress 
and anxiety for children. We work hard to make this as 
low-key as possible – a necessary aspect of the English 
education system. I asked one child if he was relieved 
they were all over and he replied, “I’m not really 
bothered. We were so well prepared. It was just like an 
ordinary day.” Music to my ears!  The children had a well 
deserved day out to the cinema today as a special treat 
for all their hard work. Well done to them all!

16th May 2025

Use of Smart Phones – Last week I sent out a letter 
which states we are banning all smart phones from 
September 2025. Thank you to the many parents 
who have told me they support this policy. Parenting 
in the digital age is a minefield. Hazelwood Primary 
School have kindly offered to share their parenting 
course with us.  They have booked an expert to lead 
an hour session with parents ( 9.15am start based at 
Hazelwood – you can drop your child to the office at 
8.40am that day) and our parents are invited. 
Unfortunately it’s the same day as our infant sports 
day, but if you would like to attend, please click 
here. The session will offer guidance for parents 
navigating their way through managing the internet, 
gaming, WhatsApp groups, TikTok etc. If you want to 
read more about the risks of too much screen time, 
click here. If you’d like to read more about this issue, 
read this article from The Guardian. 

Uniform – As mentioned in last week’s letter, ties no longer 
need to be worn with a shirt during the summer term. Ties 
will need to be worn again from September. 
Please, please label all clothing – Romona is sorting 
through endless items WITH NO NAME!! It is criminal the 
money wasted on not being able to reunite an item with its 
owner.

Maths Day – advance notice – Maths Day will be on the 9th June and we would you to wear something maths 
related. You can be as creative as you like, but please do not go to any expense. At our last Maths Day we had 
some very creative (homemade) 3D cubes, clocks and calculators! A plain t-shirt decorated with numbers and 
maths symbols is also simple, but effective.

May is the month of Our Lady – Sorry the timetable got 
muddled with a rogue bank holiday and the Year 4 trip.  We 
will continue to pray a decade of the Rosary each morning 
outside school at 8.50am. Each class is invited to take part in 
this special devotion as follows (but everyone is also welcome 
every day if they wish):
Monday 19th May – Class 1G
Tuesday 20th May – Reception Yellow Class
Wednesday 21st May – Reception Green Class
Thursday 22nd May – Class 4Y
Friday 23rd May – Class 4G

Welcome back! – We have welcomed back several 
members of staff over the last few weeks! Mrs 
Dinnage has returned from maternity leave and is 
currently working Mondays and Tuesdays (covering 
various classes when teachers are attending courses 
or meetings), Mrs Tissot is back with us (in Class 4Y) 
after recovering from major surgery, Ms Oti joined 
us this week after her maternity leave and will be 
based in Year 5 mainly for the rest of this academic 
year and Miss Anderson is back in Class 1Y after 
recovering from minor surgery.  Welcome back to all 
our lovely staff – it’s good to have you back!

OPAL wish list! – Lindsey is loving all the things that 
are being sent in for OPAL – keep them coming!!
• cars - big or small, duplo, tarpaulins, 

pushchairs, pencils, pens, stationery, colouring 
books, paper, baby dolls – preferably with lots 
of varying skin tones, doll’s house furniture and 
small dolls, crutches/ Zimmer frames.

Best of luck! Wishing Jemma Battersby the best of luck 
on Sunday when she runs the half marathon for 
Headway. £1,475 has been raised so far.  She would like 
to sincerely thank all the people who kindly donated.

https://forms.gle/2BtSmGgCbAFsdeuDA
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DEsdClMs1Yz/?igsh=cDMzMzc2b3FjNTdk
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2025/may/07/the-crux-of-all-evil-what-happened-to-the-first-city-that-tried-to-ban-smartphones-for-under-14s


Click the 
link 
above to 
sign up if 
you want 
to attend



If you’re interested in a bit of culture 
this weekend, look no further…


