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Strive to succeed in the presence of God

Year 6 Sats Week — In the UK we have statutory tests for
children in May of Year 6. This week, the children have
completed tests in reading, grammar, spelling,
punctuation and maths. We are all very proud of their
hard work and their attitude to trying their best. We
know however, that our children are more than a score
and their many gifts and talents cannot be measured by
a Sats result. Some schools create a huge amount of
pressure around these tests which can result in stress
and anxiety for children. We work hard to make this as
low-key as possible — a necessary aspect of the English
education system. | asked one child if he was relieved
they were all over and he replied, “I’'m not really
bothered. We were so well prepared. It was just like an
ordinary day.” Music to my ears! The children had a well
deserved day out to the cinema today as a special treat
for all their hard work. Well done to them all!

Uniform — As mentioned in last week’s letter, ties no longer
need to be worn with a shirt during the summer term. Ties
will need to be worn again from September.

Please, please label all clothing — Romona is sorting
through endless items WITH NO NAME!! It is criminal the
money wasted on not being able to reunite an item with its
owner.

Best of luck! Wishing Jemma Battersby the best of luck
on Sunday when she runs the half marathon for
Headway. £1,475 has been raised so far. She would like
to sincerely thank all the people who kindly donated.

Welcome back! — We have welcomed back several
members of staff over the last few weeks! Mrs
Dinnage has returned from maternity leave and is
currently working Mondays and Tuesdays (covering
various classes when teachers are attending courses
or meetings), Mrs Tissot is back with us (in Class 4Y)
after recovering from major surgery, Ms Oti joined
us this week after her maternity leave and will be
based in Year 5 mainly for the rest of this academic
year and Miss Anderson is back in Class 1Y after
recovering from minor surgery. Welcome back to all
our lovely staff —it’s good to have you back!

Use of Smart Phones — Last week | sent out a letter
which states we are banning all smart phones from
September 2025. Thank you to the many parents
who have told me they support this policy. Parenting
in the digital age is a minefield. Hazelwood Primary
School have kindly offered to share their parenting
course with us. They have booked an expert to lead
an hour session with parents ( 9.15am start based at
Hazelwood — you can drop your child to the office at
8.40am that day) and our parents are invited.
Unfortunately it’s the same day as our infant sports
day, but if you would like to attend, please click
here. The session will offer guidance for parents
navigating their way through managing the internet,
gaming, WhatsApp groups, TikTok etc. If you want to
read more about the risks of too much screen time,
click here. If you’d like to read more about this issue,
read this article from The Guardian.

OPAL wish list! — Lindsey is loving all the things that

are being sent in for OPAL — keep them coming!!

. cars - big or small, duplo, tarpaulins,
pushchairs, pencils, pens, stationery, colouring
books, paper, baby dolls — preferably with lots
of varying skin tones, doll’s house furniture and
small dolls, crutches/ Zimmer frames.

Maths Day — advance notice — Maths Day will be on the 9th June and we would you to wear something maths
related. You can be as creative as you like, but please do not go to any expense. At our last Maths Day we had
some very creative (homemade) 3D cubes, clocks and calculators! A plain t-shirt decorated with numbers and

maths symbols is also simple, but effective.

Diary Dates for the coming weeks:

Every day during May — Praying a decade of the Rosary every morning at 8.50am at the front of school. See the rota above for
which class is leading it — but everyone is welcome to join every day (including parents/carers)

Monday 19" May — Class 5G have a crazy hair day! This is after Sonny winning a golden ticket in a Wonika bar last March.
Wednesday 21°* May — International Cultural Diversity Day — Children may come to school wearing international costume or flag
colours. Thank you very much for all the offers of help! See letter sent earlier today. If you are coming in the morning, please
make sure you are set up by 9.15am (in the infant hall). Please send your child in with some kitchen roll/serviette and a fork or

spoon (so they can taste any food brought in). Thank you

Thursday 22" May 9.15am — Class 4Y Assembly — Class 4Y parents invited
Friday 23" May— Happy Bag collection at morning drop off — please see letter below

Friday 23" May - break up for half term (normal time)

Monday 2" June —School reopens for the last half term of the year

Tuesday 3™ June — Year 5 trip to LegolLand

Thursday 5% June 9.15am — Class 1Y assembly — 1Y parents invited

Monday 9" June — Maths Day - children may dress up on a maths theme (see above)
Wednesday 11% June 2-3pm — Reception class dads (grandads/uncles) stay and play

Thursday 12™ June 9.15am — Class 2Y assembly — 2Y parents invited


https://forms.gle/2BtSmGgCbAFsdeuDA
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DEsdClMs1Yz/?igsh=cDMzMzc2b3FjNTdk
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2025/may/07/the-crux-of-all-evil-what-happened-to-the-first-city-that-tried-to-ban-smartphones-for-under-14s

QQ A Yo 0170 868 5071 B

LR
:/E,\i'gv}\;*‘\-b% HAPPY SCHOOL BAG www.happyschoolbag.co.uk &)
"ir:s:) = SCHOOL FUNDRAISER - info@happyschoolbag.co.uk bast
a

Dear Parent and Guardian,

We are delighted to announce that our school will be holding a clothing collection with the
Happy School Bag Fundraising Scheme on 23rd of May.

This scheme is designed to help schools to raise needed funds and at the same time to help
the environment by keeping textiles away from landfill and giving the clothing a new lease of
life. To take part you simply need to fill the bag(s) with your unwanted clothing and bring
them to the school by the scheduled collection day.

We accept: We don’t accept:

v Adults and children’s clothing x  Dirty, Damaged, Wet Clothes

v' Paired Shoes % Uniforms, Underclothing

v Fashion accessories x  Toys, Books, DVD’s, CD’s

4 Handbags, Belts x  Duvets, Pillows, Household linen
v Hats, Scarves x  Carpets, Blankets, Curtains

v Jewellery, Perfumes % Bric-a-Rrac

More clothing we manage to collect, the more funds our school can raise! The Happy School
Bag van will be collecting from our school on 23rd of May 2025.

FREE CHILDHGOD
PARENTING IN THE DIGITAL AGE

Supporting parents and schools navigating smartphones,
social media and addictive technology with children.
Providing non-judgemental, research-backed solutions to
help families cultivate healthier digital habits with
modern technology. Click the

A talk with Children's Mental Health Expert & link
Smartphone Free Childhood Leader above to
Nova Eden sign up if
you want
to attend

Tuesday, 24™ June, 9:15-10:15am
at Hazelwood Schools




If you’re interested in a bit of culture
this weekend, look no further...

2552

Please join us for a

in aid of Cherry Lodge Cancer Care

Mmméy/ 78 L%/ 2025

3pm - 5pm (doors open at 2.50pm)
St Marys Church Hall, The Walk, Potters Bar EN6 1QQ.

Train and bus links and plentiful free parking.

QOarafin
Baroque Chamber Ensemble
brings you a joyful and relaxing
afternoon of beautiful Baroque

music in a unique re-creation
of an 18th Century

Coffee House!

Ticket price of £18 includes concert, coffee, tea or hot chocolate
together with a wonderful choice of delicious, home-made cakes
available throughout the afternoon.

This is a ticket only event and places are limited. Tickets and information are
available from Tina on 020 8441 7000 or tina@cherrylodgecancercare.org.uk

Potters Bar Railway Station
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