9th May 2025

ST MONICA'S CATHOLIC
PRIMARY SCHOOL

Strive to succeed in the presence of God

Assemblies — On Tuesday, Ms Asantewaa spoke to the infant
children about ‘changes’. They discussed changes in the
seasons of the year, the weather and changes in our lives. This
was reinforced by the story of The Very Hungry Caterpillar by
Eric Carle, where the children were able to comment and
identify the changes of the caterpillar to a butterfly. We
prayed for the transition that the children will make when
they move into new year groups in September and for God to
strengthen them in all changes that happen in their lives, the
environment and around the world.

Class 5G Assembly —

This week in school — On Thursday we marked VE
Day with a two minute silence after play time. Over
400 children silent in the playground was a sight to
behold. The Reception children also held a VE day
party which was great fun!

A new Pope! - Later that day on Thursday, we were
delighted to hear we have a new Pope. We pray
that Pope Leo XIV can contribute positively to issues
such as world peace, global poverty and taking care
of our environment.

OPAL wish list! — Following a request for OPAL things last

week, Lindsey would like to say “thank you” for the

donations sent in! We now have enough plastic boxes

with lids — thank you, but please keep sending in:-

. cars - big or small, Duplo, tarpaulins, pushchairs,
pencils, pens, stationery, colouring books, paper,
baby dolls — preferably with lots of varying skin
tones, doll’s house furniture and small dolls,
crutches/ Zimmer frames.

Congratulations to Class 5G
who led the assembly on
Thursday. It was all about our
gifts and talents that God has
given us. We were encouraged
to share our gifts and talents
and also to develop them with
practise. Watch some of the
action here.

Apologies — A big, “Sorry” to Leon Hardwicke who was
mistakenly called Liam in last week’s newsletter. ®

Year 2 Music Recital — On Wednesday, fourteen children from
Year 2 and one from Year 3 performed in a music recital for
the school and their parents. There were beginning
instrumentalists in the piano, guitar and violin and they really
showed their bravery playing for such a large audience. You
can listen to their performances here. A big thank you to Mr
Charles-Nelson for organising this event.

Diary Dates for the coming weeks:

Year 4 trip to Kew Gardens — On Thursday, Year 4 went
on a wonderful trip to Kew Gardens. They had perfect
weather to explore the beautiful gardens, venture into
the Hive, marvel at the wonders of the Princess of
Wales Conservatory and we even got to enjoy the
Children's Playground! To fit in with our class book, The
Great Kapok Tree, we participated in a 'Rainforests:
People and Plants' session. This involved us exploring a
large range of exotic plants within the Palm House and
learning how to survive in the rainforest. We had a
truly wonderful day.

Debating & Mooting Society —
This afternoon, our Year 6
Debating & Mooting Society put
on a mock trial with Red Riding
Hood, Snow White and Goldilocks
in the docks! It was a great
learning opportunity for our Year
6 children on the inner workings
of a court room which may go on
to inspire children into a career of
law. A big thank you to past
parent Jaime Okoro who led this.

Every day during May — Praying a decade of the Rosary every morning at 8.50am at the front of school. See the rota above for
which class is leading it — but everyone is welcome to join every day (including parents/carers)

Week beginning Monday 12™ May — Year 6 Sats week — Year 6 children need to be in school on time each morning

12— 16" May — Mental Health Awareness week — the theme is “discovering the power of community for mental health”
Tuesday 13" May — Year 5 walk to St Monica’s Church for Mass — Be in school for 8.50am to walk down promptly for 9.30am

Mass (Feast of Our Lady of Fatima)

Wednesday 215 May — International Cultural Diversity Day — Children may come to school wearing international costume or flag
colours. In the past, we have asked parents if they would like to produce a table of interesting things for children to look at,
listen to or taste. If you would like to do this, please complete the form here. Thank you!

Thursday 22" May 9.15am — Class 4Y Assembly

Friday 23" May— Happy Bag collection at morning drop off — please see letter below

break up for half term (normal time)


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n_0J9SCeKRk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=diOh-zYbltA
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Dear Parent and Guardian,

We are delighted to announce that our school will be holding a clothing collection with the
Happy School Bag Fundraising Scheme on 23rd of May.

This scheme is designed to help schools to raise needed funds and at the same time to help
the environment by keeping textiles away from landfill and giving the clothing a new lease of
life. To take part you simply need to fill the bag(s) with your unwanted clothing and bring
them to the school by the scheduled collection day.

We accept: We don’t accept:

v Adults and children’s clothing x  Dirty, Damaged, Wet Clothes

v' Paired Shoes % Uniforms, Underclothing

v Fashion accessories x  Toys, Books, DVD’s, CD’s

v Handbags, Belts x  Duvets, Pillows, Household linen
¥"  Hats, Scarves x  Carpets, Blankets, Curtains

v Jewellery, Perfumes % Brica Reic

More clothing we manage to collect, the more funds our school can raise! The Happy School
Bag van will be collecting from our school on 23rd of May 2025.

MARTPHONE
FREE CHILDHGOD
PARENTING IN THE DIGITAL AGE

Supporting parents and schools navigating smartphones,
social media and addictive technology with children.
Providing non-judgemental, research-backed solutions to

help families cultivate healthier digital habits with
modern technology.

Click this link

. . I https://forms.
A talk with Children's Mer?tal Health Expert & \e/oTEMmD
Smartphone Free Childhood Leader hWRU2U02y8

Nova Eden to sign up if
you want to
Tuesday, 24™ June, 9:15-10:15am attend
at Hazelwood Schools



https://forms.gle/o7FMmDghWRU2Uo2y8

