
Assemblies – On Monday, Mrs Khan led a very 
interesting assembly on one of the five pillars of Islam –
Hajj. Hajj is a special pilgrimage to the city of Makkah in 
Saudi Arabia that Muslims are expected to perform at 
least once in their lifetime, if they are physically and 
financially able. It takes place every year during a specific 
time in the Islamic calendar and lasts for about five days.
The children learnt how Hajj is a time for spiritual 
renewal, forgiveness, and coming closer to God. During 
Hajj, millions of Muslims from around the world gather 
together, wearing simple white clothes called ihram, 
which makes everyone look equal — whether rich or 
poor, young or old. This shows that in the eyes of God, 
all people are equal and united in faith.
The children recognised how the message of Hajj is 
similar to ideas found in Christianity — like the 
importance of humility, forgiveness, helping others, and 
the belief that all people are equal before God.
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May Procession – Many thanks for the generous 
offerings of bedding plants which were donated on 
Thursday in honour of Our Lady. We prayed to Our 
Lady, processed around the school and crowned 
Mary with flowers. A huge thank you to Lucia and 
Liam’s mum who very kindly made the crown of 
flowers. You can see the procession here.

Mini-marathon – On Saturday, twenty five children 
attended the TCS mini-marathon at St James’ park in 
central London. The children ran one mile and ended 
up at the London marathon finish line, which is an 
amazing experience and may inspire some children to 
run the marathon in the future. For every child who 
took part and crossed the finish line, the school 
received £10 and so a grand total of £250 has been 
received which we will spend on sports equipment. 
Thanks for all the photos sent in; Miss Anderson made 
a video of them which you can see here! A big shout 
out to Douggie and Florence who came 4th and 5th in 
their cluster!! 

Year 6 football – Year 6 boys went down to Oakthorpe
playing field on Monday after school to play a knock-
out match against Oakthorpe primary. They played a 
challenging match and sadly lost 2-1. Terry and Miss 
Anderson would like to say well done to all the Year 6 
boys for their efforts this year. There will be no more 
matches this academic year, but the Tuesday after 
school club will continue.

May is the month of Our Lady – We will continue to pray a 
decade of the Rosary each morning outside school at 8.50am. 
Each class is invited to take part in this special devotion as 
follows (but everyone is also welcome every day if they wish):
Monday 5th May – Class 5Y 
Tuesday 6th May – Class 5G
Wednesday 7th May – Class 4Y
Thursday 8th May – Class 4G
Friday 9th May – Class 3Y
Monday 12th May – BANK HOLIDAY
Tuesday 13th May – Class 3G
Wednesday 14th May – Class 2Y
Thursday 15th May – Class 2G
Friday 16th May – Class 1Y
Monday 19th May – Class 1G
Tuesday 20th May – Reception Yellow Class
Wednesday 21st May – Reception Green Class
Thursday 22nd May – All welcome
Friday 23rd May – All welcome

School Council’s Trip to Parliament – Thank you to 
Mrs Weston for managing to get a slot to visit 
Parliament. Although the House of Lords, House of 
Commons and Sovereign’s robing room were all very 
interesting (but no photography allowed), the best 
bit appears to have been lunch on the lawn and 
playing in the park next door! We were pleased that 
our local MP Bambos took the time to come and find 
us and answer some questions. Watch a few clips of 
the day here.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D3-myQUfbSY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q_ALKht9S6o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AAPn4Zhys7s


Pope Francis was a 
strong believer in inter-
faith work. With that in 
mind, you are all invited 
to the Southgate 
Progressive Synagogue 
on Saturday 10th May. 
Scan the QR code to 
book a free place.



OPAL wish list! – Following an OPAL meeting this week, 
Lindsay is requesting whether anyone has any of these 
things they might be able to donate to the school?

• Cars - big or small
• Duplo
• Tarpaulins (there must be some parents who 

are builders?!)
• Pushchairs – any size
• Pencils, pens, stationery, colouring books, 

paper
• 2 Large waterproof plastic boxes with lids to 

store stationery and to store equipment in the 
orchard.

• Baby dolls – preferably with lots of varying skin 
tones

• Dolls house furniture and dolls
• Crutches/ Zimmer frames
Many thanks in advance – please send to the 
school office if you have any of these things.
Check out the fun the children had during the last 
week in OPAL by clicking here!

Home-time arrangements – I know the weather is 
lovely at the moment and it’s very tempting to 
want to use the playground as a park after school, 
however we have up to 100 children in our after 
school club waiting to go outside. Please can you 
ensure you leave the playground promptly at 
3.15pm. The side gates are locked at 3.30pm. 
Thank you for your cooperation with this.

Morning Arrangements – Some children need to come 
into school early for interventions such as IDL. If your 
child does not need to come into school earlier to do 
special work, please wait outside the gate until we open 
at 8.50am. Thank you

Hackney Half Marathon – 18th May - A big thank 
you from Jemma Battersby who has raised £875 
for the charity Headway! Her goal was £1,000, so if 
you’d still like to sponsor her, you have time before 
she runs this half marathon on 18th May. 
https://www.justgiving.com/page/jemma-
battersby-hackneyhalf2025-
headway?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wIJ5Nn-O1MU
https://www.justgiving.com/page/jemma-battersby-hackneyhalf2025-headway?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL

